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Abstract

The objectives of the research were to study; 1) the operational practices of the new generational
agricultural community-based enterprises, 2) opinions about smart agricultural community-based enterprises
3) the relationship between the operation of the new generational agricultural community-based enterprises and
opinions about those enterprises and, 4) problems of and suggestions for new generational smart agricultural
community-enterprises. The sample set consisted of 60 entrepreneurs who work in new generational agricultural
community-based enterprises. Data were collected by interview, and were statistically analyzed using frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square test. The results of the research revealed that almost all of the
entrepreneurs were female, of age 51 years old and older, and were married. Further, most of them had completed
secondary school or an equivalent, and their businesses were operating at a healthy level with income of more than
300,000 Baht/year, and expenses of less than or equal to 100,000 Baht/year. Most of them had been conducting their
business for a year. The study of the overall opinion of entrepreneurs showed the high level (mean 4.36). Hypotheses
testing revealed that average income was related to the opinion of the smart enterprise operators at the significance
level of 0.05 (p-value = 0.046). Moreover, the results indicated that the main problems faced by the entrepreneurs who
ran the new generational agricultural-based enterprises related to knowledge and technology. Finally, the suggestions
of the study were that the government sector and/or related agencies should provide learning facilities and technology
for the new-generational farmers to help them build up their knowledge base, to better develop new products, and to

improve group cooperation in order to be more competitive in the future.
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Table 1 Opinion of farmers toward intelligent enterprise of young smart farming community enterprises.

(n=60)
The overall of opinion about intelligent enterprise Mean S.D. Level of opinion
1. Four emphases factors include: on time process and potential of 4.38 0.531 Very high
community enterprises, consumers management, usage of
resources efficiency, and innovation
2. Factor affecting intelligent enterprise include: knowledge and 4.38 0.549 Very high
resource, opportunity, and motivation
3. Important things toward intelligent enterprise include: familiar with 4.34 0.530 Very high
others, appreciation, product leader, and best practice
4. Success things for everyone include: effective enterprises, 4.34 0.575 Very high

readiness of staffs, appropriate strategies, solving problem, and

decision making

Grand mean 4.36 0.499 Very high
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Table 2 The relationship between the operation of young smart farming community enterprise and the opinion of

about intelligent enterprise.

(n=60)
) . Level of opinion
Community enterprise Very high High Total % P-value
information number (%) number (%)

Gender

Male 14 9 23 0.268 0.604
(60.9) (39.1) (100.0) (ns)

Female 20 17 37
(54.1) (45.9) (100.0)

Age

20-42 years old 9 10 19 4107 0.128
(47.4) (52.6) (100.0) (ns)

43-50 years old 15 5 20
(75.0) (25.0) (100.0)

More than 51 years old 10 11 21
(47.6) (52.4) (100.0)

Marital status

Single 7 4 11 0.867 0.648
(63.6) (36.4) (100.0) (ns)

Married 21 19 40
(52.5) (47.5) (100.0)

Divorce 6 3 9
(66.7) (33.3) (100.0)

Educational level

Primary school 2 9 12 4.926 0.085
(18.2) (81.8) (100.0) (ns)

High school or equal 13 27 28
(32.5) (67.5) (100.0)

Bachelor's degree or equal 4 5 20

(44.4) (55.6) (100.0)
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Table 2 (continued).

Level of opinion

Community enterprise

. _ Very high High Total X2 P-value
information number (%) number (%)
Level of potential
Good 15 13 28 0.725 0.696
(53.6) (46.4) (100.0) (ns)
Moderate 14 8 22
(63.6) (36.4) (100.0)
Fair 5 5 10
(50.0) (50.0) (100.0)
Average income
Less than or equal to 16 5 21 6.141* 0.046
150,000 Baht/year (76.2) (23.8) (100.0)
150,001-300,000 Baht/year 9 7 16
(56.3) (43.7) (100.0)
More than 300,000 9 14 23
Baht/year (39.1) (60.9) (100.0)
Average expense
Less than or equal to 16 8 24 1.629 0.443
100,000 Baht/year (66.7) (33.3) (100.0) (ns)
100,001-200,000 Baht/year 10 10 20
(50.0) (50.0) (100.0)
More than 200,000 Baht/year 8 8 16
(50.0) (50.0) (100.0)
Experience in implementing community enterprise
1 year 11 11 22 0.637 0.727
(50.0) (50.0) (100.0) (ns)
2-3 years 12 9 21
(57.1) (42.9) (100.0)
More than 3 years 11 6 17
(64.7) (35.3) (100.0)

Ns = non-significant level at 0.05, * = significant level at 0.05.
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Figure 1 Problems and suggestions of young smart farming community enterprises.
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