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ABSTRACT

This research-aims to study the characteristics, styles, and relationships between
architectural forms and the environment as depicted in stucco sculptures. Due to the
limited number of studies addressing this' specific topic, the research raises two main
questions: 1) How are architectural forms represented in mural paintings or stucco
sculptures on the walls of Thai religious buildings? 2) How are these forms simplified or
stylized? The case study focuses on the stucco relief sculptures decorating the interior
walls of the Vihara at Wat Bang Kaphom, Samut Songkhram. These sculptures depict
episodes from the Buddha’s life, the Buddha's footprint, monastic discipline, and the
conduct -of monks, alongside scenes of local villagers'" way of life. The Vihara is an
architectural structure from the late Ayutthaya period, transitioning into the early
Rattanakosin period. The research employs an exploratory study method, focusing on the
Vihara building and the decorative stucco sculptures. The process involves measuring the
building, photographing the sculptures, and analyzing the architectural characteristics in
comparison with contemporary structures.

The study concludes that the stucco decorations bear similarities to actual architectural
styles. The research findings suggest that

1) The architectural forms are closely linked to the stucco Buddha’s footprint
sculpture located at the center of the Vihara, divided into four key components are: The
relationship between the interior space of the building 2)The relationship between the
exterior and interior of the building 3)Social and cultural components 4)Symbolic
characteristics of the four Buddha footprints.

2) The simplified architectural elements retained in the stucco sculptures include1)
main structural patterns and walls, such as building structures and wooden pillar buildings;

2) roof styles, such as tiled roofs, castle-style roofs, and flat roofs; and 3) specific



decorative elements with distinct characteristics, such as the Maha Bodhi roof and the
Buddha's seat roof.

Additionally, some notable differences were observed:

1) The proportions and sizes are not realistic

2) The spatial arrangement and placement in relation to the environment are also
unrealistic.

In conclusion, the key elements preserved in the simplified architectural
representations are the primary structural forms, roofs, and distinctive details of the
buildings. Due to time limitations, further exploration is recommended to gather additional
information for future studies.

Keywords: Characteristics of - the Buildings, Stucco work, Sculptures, Vihara, Wat
Bangkapom
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Abstract

This research aims to study the characteristics, patterns, and thée relationship between the
architectural patternsi.and the environmental conditions evident.in the decorative art of stucco work. It
also aims.to compare these @architectural representations.with the actual architectural features to gather

data for minimizing the distortion.of architectural features'in communication. The study focuses on the
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depiction of architectural features in Thai mural paintings or stucco work on the walls of religious
buildings.It examines how the features are minimized using a case study of the stucco work decorating the
interior walls of the Wat Bangkapom, Samut Songkhram, Thailand. These decorations include high-relief
stucco work narrating stories related to certain aspects of Buddhist history, the Buddha's life, virtues, and
the ethical conduct of monks, interspersed with depictions of village life. The temple's architecture
follows the late Ayutthaya architectural style combined with early Rattanakosin elements. The research
methodology employs a survey approach, with main data sources being the temple buildings and the
stucco decorations adorning them. The research involves measuring the buildings, photographing the
interior stucco workyand analyzing.the.architectural'features compared to contemporary buildings.

The study finds that stucco decorations closely:resemble actual architecture. It concludes that
the preserved architectural features include 1) The main structural patterns and walls, windows such as
building structures and wooden pillars.2) Patterns of Upper.machines or. roofs, such as tiled roofs, castle-
style roofs,and-flat roofs.3) Colors and specific.details decorating certain patts of the building, such as the
Buddha's throne and the sitting area of monks. However, différences include:4) Inaccurate sizes and
prponions.S)IPtacement distances do'not correspond to the actual environment.In summary, the
important. components that.remain preserved when minimizing.architectural features include the main
structural patterns of buildings, roofs, and'specific architecturat details. Due'to.the limited time of the
study, it suggests further surveys to enhance future research data:

Keywords: Rattanakosin architecture;low relief stucco decorations, Sculptures in Wihan, Wat Bang Kapom
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