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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the comparative competitive advantage between
industrially processed chili sauce and community-made processed chili sauce, and to compare the
perceptions of consumers in the Eastern region of Thailand based on demographic factors and
purchasing behavior. The study used targeted sampling and quota sampling to collect data from
400 participants through a questionnaire. Statistical analyses employed in this study include
frequency, percentage, mean, as well as independent samples t-test and one-way ANOVA.

The research findings reveal that the majority of respondents in the sample are female
consumers aged 30 or below, single, employed in private companies, with a bachelor's degree or
higher, and have a monthly income ranging from 15,001 to 25,000 baht. They consume the chili
sauce with rice or bread, and their purchasing frequency and the amount spent on each transaction
range from uncertain to 50-100 baht. The preferred purchase location for the sauce is the fresh
market, and the quantity purchased per transaction is below 300 grams.

The results of hypothesis testing indicate that consumers' perceptions of the competitive
advantage between industrially and community-made processed chili sauce vary based on their
gender, age, marital status, occupation, educational level, and income. Moreover, consumers
exhibit different behaviors, including consumption methods, purchasing frequency, amount spent,
preferred purchase locations, and quantity purchased, which contribute to variations in their
perceptions of the competitive advantage between industrially and community-made processed

chili sauce.
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