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ABSTRACT

Bangkok is similar to other megacities around the world that are rapidly
developing, especially in infrastructure and service businesses. This led to the migration
of many workers from the regions to settle in Bangkok for a long time. As a result,
some government wastelands were encroached into illegal shelters and turned into a
community of large low-income workers whose living conditions are quite difficult like
today's Khlong Toei community. Along with the government's efforts to move the
community to other suitable areas. The development of the quality of life of the
Khlong Toei community is also important. Various agencies, both the public and private
sectors have come together to help develop public areas to improve the quality of
life of the community. However, due to the nature and limitations of the Khlong Toei
community, the development of public areas in the past has not been as successful
as it should be, with different project development patterns.

This research aims to study and analyze the physical characteristics, economy,
and society of low-income communities in Khlong Toei Block 1-2-3 through the review
of relevant documents and field surveys. The study also aims to examine the people's
participation in 5 public space development projects in the past 10 years, by using a
questionnaire on the level of participation of people involved in the projects in 4
aspects: (1) Proposing ideas; planning and decision-making, (2) Operations and actions,
(3) Receiving and sharing benefits, and (4) Monitoring and evaluation. This is to
comparatively analyze the level of public participation in each aspect of the five

projects.



The results of the study revealed that Klong Toei Block 1-2-3 community is
characterized as a slum community formed by labor migration for more than 40 years.
At present, most of the residents are the 2nd and 3rd generations. Khlong Toei Block
1-2-3 Community has a population density three times higher than other low-income
communities in Bangkok. At present, there is no long-term solution to the community's
problems. Most of the assistance programs that arise are immediate solutions. The
past public space development projects are just one of the measures to improve the
quality of life of the community. From the results of data analysis of the level of public
participation can be concluded that public space projects suitable for low-income
communities should have a starting point that reflects the community's own needs.
As a case of the Lan Nong Nooch project, the residents in the community will know
the causes of problems and needs most, causing the project to be able to solve the
problems of the area. However, for the project implementation, there should be a
team that has experience and expertise in community project development to work
to be able to organize activities that allow people to participate and reflect the needs
of the community, including in the process of monitoring and evaluating the project.
As the Chan Sawang project received the highest overall public participation score. In
addition, the development of public space projects should consider the aspect of
receiving and sharing benefits that truly meet the needs of the community, as the
Football field project with a markedly high participation score in this aspect. However,
most projects will deteriorate over time. Therefore, project budgets should be
allocated to cover maintenance, or community funds should be established to provide

a budget for project implementation to serve the community more sustainable way.
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