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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the socio-economic background,
conditions of fish polyculture (FP); 2) the cost and return of FP; and 3) the value chain (VC) of
FP in Bang Sao Thong District, Samut Prakan Province. Mixed methods research by combining
both quantitative and qualitative techniques were applied. Structured interviews, in-depth
interviews, and non-participant observation were used to collect data from VC of FP in Bang Sao
Thong District, Samut Prakan Province, consisting of 45 FP farmers, 4 collectors (middlemen), 5
retailers/wholesalers. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics including frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation. The content comparison was applied for VC analysis.

The research findings were 1) Most of the farmers were male (87.67%) with an
average age of 44.78 years, more than half graduated from high school (55.56%), with an average
FP farming area of 26.18 rai, mostly their had own land (86.67%), had 12.49 years of experience
in FP farming, with an average of 9.67 months of raising time per cycle. The average yield of FP
was 1,571.60 kg per rai and an average selling price of 35 baht per kg., and 3) the VC of FP
consists of 5 primary activities and 4 supporting activities. The upstream part started with
farmers, the main activity was the preparation of the pond, fish breeding, raising, and selling fish,
respectively. The midstream part was the collectors or the middleman, the main activities were
fish size randomization, trawling, fish grading and types of fish, contacting fish sales, and
transportation. Downstream parts include fish rafts, wholesalers/retailers, restaurants, fishing

ponds, and consumers, respectively.
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