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ABSTRACT

Agri-nature Foundation is a non-profit organization that works to enforce the
sufficiency economy for a long time. Proceeding to give knowledge which results to
practicing. Agri-nature Foundation has 46 centers scattered across the Thailand. The
finding that the growing interest on sufficiency economy is not supported in the capital city
coupled with problems found in metropolitan youth lacking self-reliance skill, having low
physical activity, and having very little interaction with real world nature due to the high
online digital interaction lead Agri-nature Foundation to develop piece of land in the city
center of their ownership to develop into an architecture program that act as a space suited
for learning about sufficiency economy which can simultaneously solve the problems found
in metropolitan youth,

Sufficiency economy learning center for metropolitan youth is a space for fulfilling life
skills and self-reliance skills for metropolitan youth, a space to give information on food
security for the new generation, and a medium for the new generation living in the city to get
in touch and learn about nature to enhance learning development. The program also
provides a space for integrating sufficiency economy knowledge towards real-life
application for metropolitan Youth,

The program is located on Ratchadapisek Road, Bangkok. The land is owned by
Agri-nature foundation and stands in the city center near Tian-ruam-mit Intersection on the
opposite of Esplanade Ratchadapisek. The land covers an area of 49,200 m” (30 rai). The

program is consisted of a 2-storey building situated in the mound in the middle of site which



branches out into learning station around the site which is separated into school children
route and normal people route. The road front area is open to the public as a green area
which holds a playground and weekly market events .The program is self-reliable in rice and
water following King Rama IX’s new theory of agriculture. The total indoor functional area
covers 3,168 m® and the landscape area covers 43,962 m”.

The conceptual design of the program focuses on tuning the method of learning that
best suits the metropolitan youth’s interest to maximise the ease of understanding. In the
learning route for school children, the content of sufficiency economy is adapted into an
adventure game that connects the digital world to the physical world, where the background
story of the game is taken from King Rama IX's teaching “From Mountain to the Sea” -
realized into game space of up-stream, middle stream, and down-stream stations which are
town simulations placed in the landscape. The small buildings of each station are designed
to connect smoothly with the landscape. The entire route is arranged to start with an
exhibition followed by a semi-outdoor learning through game playing for a complete
enjoyable learning experience. The route designed for normal people focuses on the
content of sufficiency econoemy which is applicable in the context of the city, where the
auxiliary content of application of sufficiency economy is displayed as the landscape of this

route.
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