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Research Title: Detection of Foreign Bodies having Similar Physical Properties to Grains
using Computer-based Thermal Infrared Vision System
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Engineering
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Faculty of Engineering, Department of Food Engineering
ABSTRACT

This research report proposes the detection algorithm to detect foreign bodies in
grains using the processing of Thermal Image (T) in the infrared region. Job's tears having
the similar color to foreign bodies (wood, stone, rope and plastic) were selected to be
experimental samples. The experimental set up consists of two main devices; the heat
source and thermographic camera. T was captured after samples heated for 20 seconds
and cooled for one second. Smartview and Image J were used to processed and analyzed
the TI with the five steps of image processing; thermal image acquisition, converting gray
scale image, image segmentation using threshold, image enhancement using watershed tool
and image classification using area and roundness. From the results, it can be concluded
that this technique has a potential to detect foreign bodies in Job’s tears using the

difference of thermal properties of materials.

Keywords: Thermography, Image processing, Thermal properties, Grains, Foreign bodies
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Thermal Image Resolution on Angular
Emissivity Measurements using Infrared
Thermography

T. Nunak, K. Rakrueangdet, N. Nunak, and T. Suesut

Abstraci—This paper reports the effect of viewing angle and
thermal image resolution (IFQOV and FOV) of Thermal Imager
(TI) on the emissivity, with a view to providing a potential
temperature monitoring of equipment in the electrical power
distribution system which the reliability of system is the most
important concern. The results show that the emissivity, which
is the most important parameter to obtain the accurate
temperature, is approximately constant at the viewing angle
less than 45°, In case of the changing of the object to detector
distance, this will not affect to the temperature measurement if
MFOY at the object level is smaller than the targeted object.
This can be concluded that TI is an effective tool to measure the
temperature and monitor the failure of electrical equipment
installed in the position at far away from the operator,

Index Terms— Emissivity measurements, thermal imager,
viewing angle, thermal image reselution, electrical equipment

. INTRODUCTION

MISSIVITY (£) of object and infrared detector-to-object
distance are technical factors for an accurate infrared
thermography measurement which are the source of
uncertainty in temperature measurement with the infrared
camera. Emissivity values play a significant role in the
determination of correct temperature of an object surface,
Emissivity depends on many factors such as temperature,
surface roughness, wavelength, and viewing angle [1], [2],
[3]. In general, emissivity of a real surface is interested in
emission at a given wavelength or in a given direction, or in
integrated averages over wavelength and direction [4].
Thermal imager (TI) or infrared thermography is a novel
nondestructive technique that measures the temperature of
an object remotely by measuring infrared radiation emitted
by an object surface. It can be used as a tool for monitoring
process and preventive maintenance since the faulis
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generally presented with abnormal temperature distribution
and easily detected by thermal image [2]. Electrical
inspection is one of the monitoring applications that has
successfully utilized from TI. The reliability is the most
important topic that engineer who takes responsibility of the
electrical power distribution system needs to concern in
order to avoid the failure of equipment. This causes to the
Condition Based Maintenance (CBM), based on using the
real-time data, involves to the electrical system and need to
be achieved maintaining the correct equipment before its
failures actually occur. The contact measurement of
temperature of the elecirical power distribution system is
usually impossible to achieve, whereas Tl can be an
effective tool to success [5], [6].

For accurate measurement of electrical equipment
temperature by an infrared camera, emissivity and object to
camera distance need to clearly understand. Since increasing
of object to camera distance can decrease the spatial
resolution of a thermal imaging system. This can affect to an
accurate thermal image and can be achieved by choosing the
right TI with the appropriate application. Spatial resolution
is explained in many specifications of TI such as FOV,
IFOV, and detector array [2].

There are several performance parameters of TI, which
effected to a sharp and accurate thermal image, e.g. spectral
range, temperature resolution, frame rate, and spatial
resolution or thermal image resolution [2]. Some researchers
have been studied about these parameters, e.g. Muniz ef al.
[7] have proposed the use of experimental models for error
correction in temperature measurement by thermal imager
due to the influence of the field of view of the imager’s lens,
combined with varying viewing angles between the
measured object and the imager. Fowever, they have not yet
studied the accurate temperature measurement in the
viewpoint of emissivity changes due to the thermal image
resolution.

Also in general, the emission of a real surface differs from
the Planck distribution. Emissivity of real surface obtained
from TI with the specific infrared spectral band should be
presented at a given direction. In 2011, Suesut ef a/. [8] have
been studies the emissivity of electrical distribution
equipment at a normal direction over wavelength band from
8 um to 14 um. Nevertheless, equipment in the electrical
distribution system is installed at the approximately height of
10 meters above ground level, the operator who carry the TI
for measuring the temperature of equipment usually is at an
angle of elevation of 45° with the targeted object.
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Therefore, the main objective of this paper was to study
the effect of viewing angle and the thermal image resolution
(IFOV and FOV) of TI as the influence of instrument on the
emissivity, with a view to providing a potential method
capable of actual implementation, Also, consideration about
these parameters has the benefit to operator for choosing an
appropriate thermal imager because they had an influence on
an accurate temperature measurement.

11, THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

A. Basic Principle of Thermal imaging

An object emits infrared radiation at a temperature above
0 K. The amount of radiation emitted by an object depends
on its temperature and emissivity. Emissivity is defined as
the ratio of energy emitted from an object to that of a
blackbody at the same temperature. In general, the spectral
radiation emitted by a real surface differs from the Planck
distribution (Fig. 1). Emissivity of real surface is interested
in emission at a given wavelength or in a given direction, or
in integrated averages over wavelength and direction [4].

Directional
Dlistribution

Fig. 1. Radiation emitted by a real surface at various directions or viewing
angles (8)
Source; Fundamentals of Heat and Mass Transfer [4]

For temperature measurement of an object with TI
camera, the infrared radiation emitted from a measured
object is converted into an electrical signal via IR detector in
the camera and then processed into a thermal image which
displayed a large number of point temperature over an area
in form a thermal map of the measured object surface [2],

9.
B. Thermal Image Resolution

Thermal” image resolution or spatial resolution is an
important parameter, e.g. field of view (FOV), instantaneous

field of view (IFOV), detector array, considered for
choosing the infrared camera.

Fig.2. Spatial resolution at a different object to camera distances

This parameter can be used to indicate the ability of the
camera to distinguish between two objects in the field of
view. It primarily depends on object to camera distance, lens
system and detector size. Thermal image -resolution
decreases with increasing object to camera distance as
shown in Fig. 2. Lens system with small field of view has
higher spatial resolution. Finally, detectors with larger
number of array element will produce thermal images with
better spatial resolution [2].

111, EXPERIMENTS

-

A. Experimental Setup

The equipment required for the experiments consists of an
infrared camera of a thermal imager, a tripod of camera
stand, and a heating unit. Fig. 3 shows the schematic of a
typical experimental setup, where the thermal imager camera
is placed suitably in front of the sample placed on
thermoelectric cooling device (TEC) constructed on the
holder. TEC was used as a heat source. The temperature was
controlled by a DC power supply (24 V 2.1 A) with a
current regulator circuit. In order to measure the emissivity
at various directions, a special sample holder was used to
enable adjusting of the samples direction as shown in Fig 3.

The acquired thermal images arc displayed on the TI
screen and stored in the personal computer and real time
temperature of the sample can be remotely measured.
Typical thermal images of samples at normal direction and
45° to the normal direction along with their original
photograph are presented in Fig.4.

Thermaelectric -
Cooler

Therrnal Image
Camera

-
Cantact
Side View thermometer
Thermoelectric
i
Thermal Image oot
Camera Distance
300cm
100 e
50 cre———————,
'y N | .
Angle 130*
o

Top View

Fig. 3. Schematic of a typical experimental setup

B. Thermal Imager (Ti)

Infrared detector with a band pass filter from 7.5 um to 14
pm was used in experiments. A portable infrared camera or

ISBN: 978-988-19253-2-9 IMECS 2015
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thermal imager TIi400 (Fluke Corporation, USA), with a
temperature measurement range of -20 to 1,200°C and an
acouracy of £2°C at 25°C or 2%, whichever is greater, was
used in experiments. The thermal detector was a Focal Plane
Array, uncooled microbolometer of 320 x 240 pixels with
the field of view 24° (horizontal) x 17° (vertical), spatial
resolution (IFOV) 1.31 mRad and minimum focus distance
of 15 em. An addition lens type (telephoto IR) with the field
of view 12° (horizontal) x 9° {vertical), IFOV 0.65 mRad
and minimum focus distance of 45 cm was also used. The
thermal sensitivity was 0.05°C at 30°C. Thermal images
were analyzed by thermal imager software Fluke

(d)

(&

(b)

(h)

TABLE !
THERMAL IMAGE RESOLUTION OF THERMAL IMAGER (T1400) AT
VARIOUS OBJECT TO DETECTOR DISTANCE

Distance FOV? FOV®
(em) (cm) (em)
50 21x16° 0.07x0.07°
100 42x31 0.13%0.13
300 12694 0.39x0.39
300° 63x47 0.2x0.2

SField of View: "Instantanecus Field of View;
“Harizontal size x vertical size; “IR tele lens type

SmartView® 3.5. The therma! image resolution of Ti400 at
different distances is presented in table 1.

Fig. 4. Typical (g, d, g) original photograph and thermal images (b, &, h) at normal direction
and (¢, £, i) at 45° to the normal direction of blackbody, black painted sheet, and galvanized
zinc sheet, respectively

C. Measurement Method

Three types of experiments were carried out. The change
of emissivity of targeted object due to variations in viewing
angle was studied. Then, the effect of IFOV and FOV
changes on emissivity was investigated by changing the
object to detector distance and lens type. The radiation
emitted from the sample is measured using an infrared
radiation detector, which has been calibrated at a blackbody
model 9132 (HART Scientific, USA) during separate
measurement in order to ensure that the obtained results
from each experiment had no effect of the instrument.

Temperature of sample surface measured by Tl was
simultaneously —measured with a J-type contact
thermocouple, in order to record the actual temperature,
which are placed on the sample surface, close to the area

ISBN: 978-988-19253-2-9
ISSN: 2078-0958 (Print); ISSN: 2078-0966 (Online)

viewed by the infrared detector. Emissivity of the object at
each condition as displayed in TI was adjusted until the
temperature measured with TI equal to that of a
thermocouple, then the adjusted emissivity is the actual
value of the object. The reflection temperature or sometimes
call the background temperature (Tpg) is a parameter that
affects the emissivity measurement; therefore, it was
monitored during experiments for determining the reflection
of radiation of the surrounding. In this study, Teg was
between 25.1°C to 26.4°C.

Experiments were performed on two types of samples:
square piece of black painted sheet, as a representative of the
high emissivity sample, and galvanized steel sheet, as a
representative of the low emissivity sample, as a part of the
electrical distribution equipment such as PG clamp,
connector or bolt. The sample coated with a black-paint for

IMECS 2015
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Fig. 5. Emissivity of (g) blackbody device, (b) black painted sheet, and (¢)
galvanized zinc stee] sheet as a function of the emission angle at distance of
50 em, 100 em, 300 cm, and 300 cm with addition tele infrared lens

enhancing surface emissivity. The emissivity of each sample
was measured at the temperature of 50°C normal to the
surface and at the viewing angles 15°,30°,45°, 60°, and 75°
to the nermal direction at object to detector distance of 50
em, 100 cm, and 300 cm. For each viewing angle the same
sample was used for emissivity measurement. Each
experiment was repeated three times and the average value
was taken from the recorded data.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

A. Effect of Viewing Angle on Emissivity
The first experiment was carried out to understand how
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the angle of view was influenced to the emissivity. Changing
in the emissivity was recorded in each direction, and results
for all samples are shown in Fig. 5 (a, b, and c). It can be
seen that the emissivity of all three types of samples is
approximately constant over a range of viewing angle and
dramatic changes to increasing or decreasing with increasing
of viewing angle depends on sample types. Emissivity of
blackbody device and black painted sheet starts to decrease
at the angle beyond 45°, whereas that of galvanized zinc
steel sheet increases at this viewing angle. These results are
in agreement with reported in the textbook of Fundamentals
of Heat and Mass Transfer {41, which explained about the
influence of viewing angle on emissivity of a surface. For
emissivity of conductors, it is approximately constant over
the range of angle less than or equal to 40 (8 < 407, after
which it increases with increasing of angle. In contrast, for
the emissivity of nonconductors, it is approximately constant
for angle less than or equal to 70 (8 < 70°), beyond which it
decreases sharply with increasing of angle.

B. Effect of distance between object and detector on
Emissivity

The increasing of object to detector distance causes the
increasing of the size of a single pixel (IFOV) and the
horizontal and vertical enlargement of the total measuring
field (FOV) at the object level as explained in Fig. 2. FOV
and IFOV of TI at various distances is shown in Table 1. It
can be seen from the results in Fig. 5 (b and ¢), the
emissivity for all distances at the same viewing angle are
quite similar. This is thought to be dug to the measured size
or measurement field of view (MFOV) at the object level is
smaller than the targeted object, as a highlighted rectangular
frame on the picture in Fig. 4, for all objects to detector
distances and alf viewing angles even IFOV and FOV are
changed.

C. Effect of Lens type on Emissivity

Changing IR lens from standard type to tele type can also
changes the thermal image resolution as IFOV and FOV
changed. It can be seen from the Fig. 5 (b and ¢) that the
emissivity of both standard lens and tele lens at the same
distance (300 cm) has almost the same values. This can be
explained with the similar reasons of changing in object to
detector distance. However, it was found that there is a slight
variation in the results of the galvanized zinc steel sheet at a
distance of 300 cm. This is probably due to the emissivity of
this sample is quite low, causing to the sample meets the
large effect of the surrounding radiation.

V.CONCLUSION

From the importance of accurate temperature
measurement using T, especially when used for monitoring
the operation of the electrical power distribution system that
the reliability of system is the most important thing, this
paper reports the effect of viewing angle and thermal image
resolution (IFOV and FOV) of TI on the emissivity, with a
view to providing a potential method capable of actual
implementation. The results show that the emissivity, which
is the most important parameter to obtain the accurate
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temperature, is approximately constant at the viewing angle
less than 45°, Although changing of the object to detector
distance causes to change the thermal image resolution, this
will not affect to the temperature measurement if MFOV at
the object level is smaller than the targeted object. This can
be concluded that TI is an effective tool to measure the
temperature and monitor the failure of electrical equipment
installed in the position at far away from the operator.
Nevertheless, most of electrical equipment has the low
emissivity that will be affected from the surrounding
radiation. Their exact values of emissivity at each angle
should be reconsidered with concern the reflection, and also
the results should be brought to determine the emissivity
correction methodelogy at different angles in further
research.
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Detection of Foreign Bodies in Roasted Coftee
by using Active Thermography

A. Ngoensod, N. Nunak, and T. Suesut

Abstract—This paper presents the detection of foreign bodies
in roasted coffee by using active thermography with real-time
thermal image processing, Forcign bodies, including stone,
wood, ete.,, are found in roasted coffec beans contaminated
during drying process and fransportation. The principle of
radiation from objects with different ¢missivity and heat
capacity is applied. The heat radiation from the roasted coffee
and the foreign body are different; therefore, the thermal image
can be used to identify the foreign objects, The active
thermography system consists of a thermal image camera and
computer image processing, heat source and conveyor system
controlled by programmable logic controller. The testing and
experimental results of the proposed system show that the
foreign bodies in roasted coffec beans can be found in all
batches, however, the number counting of foreign objects are
inaccurate.
processing,  Active

Index  Terms—thermal  image

Thermography, emissivity

[. INTRODUCTION

In northern Thailand, the hill-tribe farmers grow Arabica
coffee, while Robusta coffee is grown in South of

Thailand [1]. Thailand is the third grown coffee in
Southeast Asia [2]. Normally, the coffee production starts
from growing coffee, harvesting the cherries, processing of
cherries, drying the beans, milling process and finally
roasting process. The quality of the coffee is not only
depending on the odor and taste, but also the quality of
production is very important. Consumers always have high
expectations about foed purity [3]. Generally, roasted coffee
beans contain a small percentage of foreign bodies such as
stone and wood. Therefore, it is important to find the way to
get coffee 100% pure [4]. In cofifee industrial production,
many of coffee producers need a pure coffee without any
foreign bodies matter because foreign bodies will reduce the
quality of coffee. The traditional detection of foreign bodies
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work was supported in part by Faculty of Engincering, King Mongkut’s
Institute of Technology Ladkrabang, Bangkok, 10520

A. Ngoensod is with depariment of Instrumentation and Control
Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, King Mongkut's Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang, Bangkok, Thailand 10520

N. Nunak is with department of Food Engineering, Faculty of
Engineering, King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang,
Bangkok, Thailand 10520 (e-mail: Navaphattra@gmail.com).

T. Suesut is with department of Instrumentation and Control
Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, King Mongkut's Institute of
Technology Ladkrabang, Bangkok, Thailand 10520 (correspending author
e-mail: taweepol.su@kmitl.ac.th).

in coffee by using a person or sorting apparatus, it is not as
good as it should be.

The color sorters are the machines replacing hand sorting
that consists of the functions of the human hand, brain and
eye by separating the color. The color sorter can reduce the
amount of foreign bodies, but it cannot be done effectively
for 100% [5]. There are many possible reasons for the
limitation, for example, the difference material with the
same physical size and same color.

The destoner or specific gravity separator is widely used
in coffee industry based on the principles of different
specific gravity. This machine can be used to produce
roasted coffee for the finest quality and it is suitable for the
large coffee industry [4].

To overcome this problem, in recent years, many new
applications of infrared thermography have been developed
[3][6](7]. Infrared  thermography is a nondestructive
evaluation method with an increasing span of applications.
This technique is able to detect contaminants or
inhomogeneities. Many industrics use thermal image to
detect foreign bodies.

Infrared nondestructive testing is particularly suitable to
evaluate the quality of fuit, vegetables, seeds, flour, etc.
This method includes passive and active infrared
nondestructive testing, In active infrared nondestructive
testing, the sample under test is stimulated by appropriate
thermal activation and thermal images are coilected in a
determined interval time in order to reconstruct the time—
temperature curves of the sample. By analyzing the behavior
of the curves for any image pixel, inhomogeneities, flaws
and foreign objects can be individuated even in the case of
internal defects [7].

In this work, the problem has been solved by using active
thermography to find foreign bodies in roasted coffee

- produets. The principle of active thermography was applied

to the foreign body detection system for roasted coffee
beans.

II. PRINCIPLE

A, Emissivity

Emissivity is the coefficient of thermal radiation which
ranges from O to 1, can be defined as a ratio of the thermal
radiation from the surface of any object to the thermal
radiation from a black body at the same temperature. The
maximum therma! radiation that surfaces can radiate (Ideal
surface or black body) is e= 1.
Emissivity of a surface, denoted &, is defined as

_ED) (1)
E(T)

L)
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where '
E(T) is the thermal radiation energy of any cbject
(equation 2);

Ey(T) is The thermal radiation energy of a black body at
the same temperature as that surface (equation 3 and 4);

E(T)=¢cT* (2)

sy

(5}
E (T)=0oT* @

where ¢ is the constant of Stefan—Boltzmann is equal to 5.67
x 108 W/m?« K"

Emissivity depends on the type of object, the surface of
the object and the surface temperature of the object.

B. Active thermography

Active thermography is a method that enabled
nondestructive testing assessment of properties of materials.
This method needs external heat source to stimulate the
thermal energy to the sample. The difference of thermal
radiation between the sample and the defects can be
classified by the thermal image. There are 3 methods for
active thermography: pulse methods, lock-in methods and
pulse phase methods.

Meinlschmidt [13] was developed thermographic
detection of defects in wood-based materials. When wood
sample under detection was heated with heat source, the
temperature of the surface will increase suddenly. The speed
of heat at surface diffused into the sample based on the
therma! properties such as emissivity, density and heat
capacity. The defects in the sample made an obstacle for the
heat spreading process. Thereby, the surface temperature
over the defect would drop slower than the temperature in
other areas and the surface over the defect expressed the hot
spots for a long time.

Excitation: Heat Impact Recording: Heat Emission

Surlacelaver
Bouudary Iny

‘Basema

Fig. 1, Principle of active thermography (adapted from P. Meinlschmidt)

I, EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

The experiment setup consisted of infrared thermography
camera FLIR series A315 (see Table I), Halogen light bulb
50-60 Hz 100W, Conveyor 13x160 cm® 727 cem/sec,
Programmable Logic Controller Omron C200HX, photo
sensors, and computer for thermal image processing as
shown in Fig. 2.

ISBN: 978-988-14047-3-2
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Fig. 2. The detection system for foreign bodies in roasted coffee by using
Active thermography.

TABLEI
TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTIC OF IR CAMERA [15]
Measuring range —20 to +120°C (-4 to 248°F)
0 10 +350°C (32 to 662°F)
Accuracy £2°C or +2% of reading
Resolution 320 = 240 pixels
Spectral range 7.5-13 pm
Thermal resolution 320 x 240 pixels
Image frequency 60Hz
Field of view 25° % 18.8°/0.4 m (1.31 i)
[FOV 1.36 mrad .
Sensor Uncooled microbolometer
Camera Interface Gigabit Ethernet

A. Foreign bodies detection procedure

The detection procedure started from preparing the
sample by mixing the roasted coffee and foreign bodies (i.e.
stones, wood), and placed the sample on the tray. The
conveyor system controlled by PLC was turned on. Then the
sample tray placed on the conveyor belt. When the sample
tray was passed to the first photo sensor, the belt would be
stopped in order to heat for 50 seconds by stimulating light
source. Afterward, the conveyor belt would move the tray to
the second photo sensor which was the position for acquiring
thermal image by infrared thermography. This step spent
time for 4 seconds, including cooling time of sample and
thermal image processing. The thermal images were
analyzed to detect foreign bodies in roasted coffee using
Vision Builder Software Al 2013 {(National Instruments) by
using functions stimulate acquisition, extract RGB, filter
image, threshold image and detect objeots, respectively
according to the flowchart as shown in Fig. 3. The analysis
was divided into 2 parts. There was detecting of foreign
bodies and counting the number of foreign bodies. Stimulate
acquisition is used for exporting images into the program,
extract RGB is used for converting images to 8 bits, filter the
image is used for suppressing the high frequencies, threshold
image is segmented color into 2 colors (black and white),
and detect object is used for counting the number of foreign
bodies.

B. Estimation of cooling time for detecting foreign bodies

This process for estimating a suitable cooling time after
the roasted coffee beans was heated. The estimation was
started by preparing the sample. After that the samples were
heated for 50 seconds in order to increase the temperature of
the samples around 40°C by stimulating light source. Then
the samples were cooled down for 24 seconds in the ambient
temperature and infrared thermography camera will be used
to record thermal image into video files, Finally, the roasted
coffee beans and stones were analyzed the temperature by
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using FLIR IR Camera Player software. The experiment was

repeated for five times.

Acquire thermal image I

r Image preprocessing l

rﬂlrﬁshﬂld imoge l

angc object detection I

! Counting foreign hodﬂ

@

Fig. 3. Image processing for detecting foreign bodies

C. Emissivity measurement

From the previous work [14], we applicd this method for
measuring the emissivity of roasted coffee bean and stone. In
this emissivity measurement, the sample tray and the black
tape were placed on an aluminum plate which was heated by
water in a hot water bath for 85°C. The emissivity value
shown on the thermal camera was adjusted the temperature
to the temperature on the thermal camera was equal to the
temperature at the thermocouple.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The experiment results were divided into 3 parts: foreign
bodies detection procedure, estimation of cooling time for
detecting foreign bodies and emissivity measurement,
respectively,

The forsign body detection procedure included detecting
of the foreign object and counting the number of foreign
bodies. Thermal images have clearly shown the difference
between roasted coffee beans and foreign bodies, even
though the eyes could not distinguish at some parts. FLIR IR
Camera Player software was acquired thermal images and
analyzed the temperature. The optimal setting temperature
for the level and the span of this experiment was 27°C -
47°C,

For the detection of foreign bodies, the experiment was
done randomly for 200 times with the sample containing the
foreign body and the roasted coffee. The testing result found
that the proposed system could correctly detect the foreign
bodies for 100%. The detection result from Vision Builder
Al shows pass for pure roasted coffee and shows fail for
detecting the foreign bodies as shown in Fig, 4,

However, counting the number of foreign bodies was
found some errors. The samples in this experiment were
added 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 pieces of the foreign bodies,
respectively and the experiment was done 10 times
repeatedly, The result found error 2 times of the total 50
times. The examples of counting the number of foreign
bodies have shown in Fig. 6.

=

Deteict forelgn body
#Qbjects =D

T
™
Detect foreign body

#Objacts =2
Tao many objecs found

Fig. 4. The examples for detecting foreign bodies. There are thermal
images from infrared thermography camera, gray images converted by
FLIR IR Camera Player software and the result from the program. (a) The
detection of stones in roasted coffee, there is no any foreign body, the
program cannot detect foreign bodies. (b) The detection of stones in
roasted coffee, the program can detect foreign bodies.

(@
Fig. 5. Examples of roasted coffee beans and stones are mixed together.
{a) 5 pieces of stones in roasted coffee, (b) 3 picces of stones in roasted
coffee and (¢) 5 pieces of stones in roasted coffee

* 9

L

Fig. 6. The examples of counting the number of foreign bodies from Fig.
5. There are thermal images from infrared thermography camers, gray
image converted from FLIR IR Camera Player software and the result from
the program. (a} The detection of stone in roasted coffee, the program can
count 5 from 3 pieces of foreign bodies. (b) The detection of stone in
roasted coffee, the program can count 3 from 3 pieces of foreign bodies. (¢)
The detection of stone in roasted coffee, the program can count 5 from 5
pieces of foreign bodies,
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The problem may be caused by the segmentation of the
thermal image. The image processing algorithm cannot
classify the difference between the roasted foreign bodies
and sample tray, therefore, the function of counting obj ect is
mistaken the operation.

Fig. 7 shows gray images recorded from the infrared
thermography. The intensity level relating to the
temperature, low temperature was dark gray and high
temperature was bright gray.

The estimation result of cooling time for detecting foreign
bodies has shown in Fig. 8. In x-axis represents the time
{seconds) and the y-axis represents the temperature (°C).
After stimulating with same heating time, the temperature of
the stones was constant, but the temperature of the roasted
coffee bears was gradually declined because both materials
had different emissivity, The suitable time for detection was
the first second which the tray was moved to the position of
the infrared camera due to the temperature between roasted
coffee beans and stones was the most difference.

@ (b)
Fig. 7. The image and gray image of sample tray is placed with 5 pieces of
roasted coffee beans and 5 pieces of stones.
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Fig. 8, Temperature curves of the sample in cooling times after the coffee
beans and stones are heated about 4 seconds. In x-axis represents the time
(seconds) and the y-axis represents the temperature (° C).

Table I shows emissivity of roasted coffee and stone from
the experiment. The results of the emissivity were the
difference between roasted coffee bean and stone, After the
samples were stimulated, the surface temperature of the
samples was different because of the thermal properties.

TABLEI
EMISSIVITY OF THE MATERIAL
Material Emissivity
Roasted coffee 0.75-0.78
Stone 0.80-0.85
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V. CONCLUSION

In this work, the detection of foreign bodies in roasted
coffee was done by the principle of radiation from objects
with different material properties such as emissivity and heat
capacity. Consequently, the heat radiation from the sample
surface and a foreign object surface is different. Therefore,
the thermal image can be identified the contaminated objects
from the roasted coffee beans by using active thermography.
The testing and results of the system show that it can detect
foreign bodies in roasted coffee beans accurately, However,
it still has some problems caused by the thermal image
processing. The result of experiment presents a clear
comparison between roasted coffee and foreign bodies. This
system can be improved to an automatic real-time system
and this principle can apply to detect foreign bodies in other
products as well.
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