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ABSTRACT

Nan’s vernacular architecture study; a case study of the old town noble
houses in Nan province is a part of the research study in supporting Nan city
development toward ecotourism and World Heritage Site. The objective of this
study is to investigate the vernacular architecture characteristics of noble houses
especially elements and outside influences factor that cause the change of Nan’s
vernacular architecture. The scope of study emphasizes on six Khums (Noble
Houses) that remain values in themselves from their unique local cultures
characteristics.

This study will base on qualitative study with field study including
survey and measurement, photography, study model to understand structural and
architectural details and its components. Field interviews with all stakeholders to
understand cultures and beliefs regarding way of living in the past. Moreover, this
study will provide in depth information of local wisdom in design and construction
the used of materials and architecture value to discover the identity of Nan’s
vernacular architecture in the noble house (Khum) category.

The study shows that there are three distinctive building types of
vernacular architecture identity of Khum in Nan’s Old Town. masonry building,
Consisted of Masonry built type, Wooden structure built type, and the mixed type
between masonry and wooden built. The materials and construction techniques
were influenced by the Western Architecture. As result, it alters the vernacular
architecture of Khum in old town Nan province. Nan tries to adapt these noble
house as a vernacular architecture learning center and becomes tourist attraction to
raise local and public awareness to cherish and preserve its local wisdom way of life.
Moreover, the locals and new developers could use this unique vernacular
characters to create a new architecture to express the architectural values, cultural
artistic environments of Nan province as supporting Nan city development toward
ecotourism and World Heritage Site.

Keywords : Vernacular Architecture, Khum (Noble Residents) Old Town Nan Province
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