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ABSTRACT

Amphawa is a community with high recognition of its socio-cultural capital. The
community, however, has been affected by the tourism policy aimed to promote the
community as a new tourist destination. Though the policy has caused the creation of
community's place branding, it also caused the devaluation of community’s identity.
Several communities’ valued identities are imitated and reproduced for tourism
consumption with no respect to the community’s original ways of life resulting the
inauthentic identity and inconsistency of sustainable tourism development policy. This
research aims to investigate the identity of Amphawa community-and tourism impact on
its identity. Delphi techniques as well as interviewing local residentéﬂand culturalists are
used as tools for the analysis.

The results indicate the impact of tourism development on three dimensions of
community identities, physical identity, activity system, and symbolic meaning. Tourism
development policy in Amphawa has revived the old floating market as a new brand
identity of the community. On the other hand, the tourism development has caused the
new modern construction in the community that consequently result the destruction of
some old houses. Regarding to the activity system, local agricultural products are
promoted and put on sell in the floating market. This kind of policy, though positively

affect the economy of the community as a whole, it damage the original ways of



plantation and orchards in Amphawa. Finally, though several customs and tradition are
revived and transformed to a new festival of the community, the community's original
way of canal living of Amphawa is devalued and diminished. The study also suggests
that government should review the tourism development policy by emphasizing more on
the issue of community identity especially when dealing with communities with long

history and high cultural values.
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