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ABSTRACT

According to the study and development of souvenir product folk art case study Pleng
Korat, the researcher defines 3 objectives to investigate. Such objectives are 1) To study folk art
and local intellect in Nakhonratchasima province, 2) To design and develop souvenir products
from folk art, the case study of Pleng Korat, 3) To evaluate the opinions of experts in Pleng
Korat folk art to souvenir products from folk art, the case study of Pleng Korat which is already
designed and developed.

The data for this research are collected from different sources; 5 subjects are Korat-style
minstrels who are attached to the Korat-style Minstrel Association of the Office of Arts and
Culture in Nakhonratchasima Rajabhat University, other 5 subjects are ceramics craftsmen in
‘Dankwian Village which is situated in Dankwian Sub-district, Dankwian District,
Nakhonratchasima province. The last sampling group are 5 personals in the Office of Arts and
Culture, Nakhonratchasima Rajabhat University. The instruments employed to collect data are
interview and evaluation forms. Interview is used for the group of Pleng Korat folk art and the
group of local intellect of ceramics craftsmen in Dankwian. In addition, one type of evaluation
form is designed for the experts of souvenir product design. Moreover, another type of evaluation
form is for the experts of Pleng Korat folk art to souvenir products from folk art, the case study of
Pleng Korat which is already designed and developed. The analyzing statistics employed are
description, means, and standard deviation.

The results reveal that;

1. Folk art and local intellect in Nakhoratchasima Province

I



1.1 Pleng Korat folk art — Korat-style minstrels have been transferred this kind of art
from their ancestors. The places for their performance are normally on Pleng Korat states nearby
the Monument of Thao Suranari and the Salaloi Temple. Such places are located in Naimuang
Sub-district, Muang District, Nakhonratchasima Province. The characteristics of Pleng Korat
performance compose of Pleng Korat stages, clothes, and dancing styles. The numbers of Korat-
style minstrels are divided into 2 groups of 2 men and 2 women. Each couple have their turns to
play. They use Korat dialect as the main language during the performance. In term of music, the
show goes on without any music background.

1.2 The local intellect of producing ceramics handicrafts in Dankwian — the ceramics
craftsmen have also been transferred the knowledge and the characteristics of Dankwian ceramics
handicrafts from their ancestors. In the beginning period, Dankwian potteries were usually made
in the shapes of owls. The craftsmen made stencil-cuts and pasted the surfaces with black and red
natural colors according to the burning temperature. Nowadays there are many patterns of
ceramics. They use Dankwian clay mixed with other types of clay materials. The purpose of
mixing is to adjust the clay properties to be suitable for the production and usage. Such
production processes are; forming shapes with free styles, coiling, flattening out, and evolving.
After that the potteries are burnt at either moderate or high temperature. In addition, the craftsmen
use some techniques to decorate the colors; natural, bright, and old-fashioned. There is no
specific design. They also create stripes by scratching, scraping, engraving, and pasting.

2. The design and development of souvenir products from folk art, the case study of
Pleng Korat
It is found that the experts of souvenir products design give their opinions on
souvernir product type 3 to be the most appropriate to be produced as a souvenir. In general view,
the appropriateness of materials, producing processes, and design are rated at much level (—)F =
4.43).
3. The evaluation of the experts’ opinions on Pleng Korat folk art to souvenir
products from folk art, the case study of Pleng Korat which is already designed and developed
The researcher presents that the experts of Pleng Korat folk art express their opinions
on souvenir products from folk art, the case study of Pleng Korat which is already designed and
developed. In the whole view, the appropriateness of local identity, design, size, and weight

without any barrier for transportation are rated at the most level (} =4.63).
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