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Thesis Title Design Features and Guidelines of Modern Household
Utensils Reflecting Formal Appearance of Vernacular
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Thesis Co-Advisor Assoc. Prof. Udomsak Saributr
ABSTRACT

Vemnacular objects usually reflected the contextual origin and the value carried with the
historical backdrop. Design features of utensils transformed from tradition-style needed to be
functionally altered to meet the need of modern lifestyle yet still maintaining their traditional
value. Sukhothai as the first state of Thai Kingdom has been famous in craftsmanship on
household utensils and high-quality ceramic ware since 1200s. This research uses the Sukhothai
artifacts as case study to analyze the particular design features of chinaware in this period and
utilizes it as visual reference, embedding its identity into modern household utensils. The
framework of the study derives from four lines of thoughts, namely, the original design concepts
of the Sukhothai’s craftsfnanship, principles of contemporary design, customer behavior, and the
ceramic manufacturing process. The study uses a Delphi method to collect information from
experts relating to the design features of the tableware in this era. Data obtained from this stage is
then used as visual reference to create a set of design prototypes to test the perception of different
subject groups.

Resultant from the study is utilized to set up a guideline for designing the modem
household tableware that could reflect the vernacular handicrafts of the era. Finally, the findings
also recommend a proper procedure by which vernacular artifacts is transformed into modern

utensils.

111



The research found that the best design feature being able to convey the characteristics of
vernacular design into modern utensils are design pattern follows by celadon enameling, formal
design, and the two-tone patterned enamel respectively. The study also found that patterns with
creature figures such as fishes are best represent the handicrafts in the Sukhothai era. Among the
4 types of transformation techniques being tested with the Sukhothai experts, the study found that
pattern is the best conveying means follows by celadon enameling, formative design, and the two-
tone patterned enameling. The study also found that the combination of transformation techniques
could ultimately enhance the representation of visual reference; among them, the mixture between
pattern and celadon enameling obtains a best optimal result. The study found, however, that there
is a great difference between the Sukhothai experts’ and the lay persons’ perception upon the
design value, wﬁereby, the potential purchasers preferred design utilizing the two-tone patterned

enameling instead.
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