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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this research is to study the Participating Leaming Process to
develop and improve the straw mushroom cultivation career of the farmers in Tapong sub-district,
Rayong province. The study is to find ways to improve straw mushroom careers, by using the
participatory action research (PAR) approach. The study has shown mushroom cultivators face a
problem of white mold disease which causes mushroom production to decline which results in
career insecurity. The researcher found that farmers were lacking knowledge and a clear
understanding of the causes of this problem. The researcher led the participating farmers in a
review of the problem and their understanding of the production processes while observing each
individual’s behavior in the team. The review revealed the exchange of information within the
team was insufficient to analyze the data and resolve the problem. Therefore, the researcher
brought the research team to visit various farms, to study, interview and exchange techniques and
ideas with these outsiders, to get a variety of information. The research team brought the
information obtained to analyze, adjust and apply the techniques. They then brought the
experimental results to share and exchange with the participating farmers until they got the right
conclusions and factors related to production system. These factors include buildiﬁg condition,
raw material used and production process. The results of the changes have effectively increased
the mushroom production. In -addition, the research team has changed their attitudes towards the
sharing of information and knowledge, readiness to solve problems and career development. For

example, they are more willing to reveal data and information because they are more confident in

I



information gathered together and the successful results achieved together. Another example is
the success in seeking local planting materials to replace and prevent the scarcity of resources in
the future. From this participating learning process, the researcher and her research team have
concluded that the important factors required to improve the straw mushroom cultivation career
are: Self development - to improve knowledge and morale in the career; Production management -
to reduce cost and prevent scarcity; Technology of production - to use resources reasonably and to
keep the process environmental friendly; Product development - to increase value and product
line extension; Marketing development - to increase sale and distribution; Professional
association - to increase the ability to solve problems and develop mushroom cultivation careers

in the future.
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