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ABSTRACT

t

| 1 ‘
The present study analyzed space planning and design of 12 vernacular houses on Koh

Yor, a southern island in Songkhla Province. The research aimed at studying and comparing the
| !
lifestyles, b'ehalviors aljld activities of the residents on the island in the past and at the present. It

also compared space utilization strategies in the two periods. The information related to

structures, bfuil:ding plans, environments, materials and space planning strategies of Koh Yor local
houses was: c:ollected. The research found 3 distinctive architectural styles: the vernacular
architecmres, tfle appli:ed vernacular architecture, and the present housing style. The data were
collected b:y s?urveyin:g and measuring the houses, taking photos, observing the surrounding
e.nvironmenfts :and intérviewing with the local residents. Then, the physical characteristics and
behaviors (é)f ‘éhe local people were analyzed. The present study has proposed strategies for
allocating flreeispace and interior space planning to preserve Koh Yor’s cultural uniqueness.

Th;a riesults obtained from an analysis of the local people’s lifestyles and their
communityi, Clelture, tradition and vernacular architecture show that Koh Yor’s architecture in the
past was di:ffejrent fro:m its architecture in the present. In the past, the architecture blended and
couformedfto its envi‘ronment and ecology. It created a unique culture and distinctive identity of
the island. I?\Ie\‘:/erthelejss, Koh Yor’s present community has developed and changed considerably.
This cc;nsc;aqulently 1;1as made Koh Yor’s unique culture and architectural style change
dramaﬁcéﬁy. ?The lif;astyle of the residents has also changed and it has an impact on space
allocation 1:n tjleir hoﬂses. For example, the residents in the past cooked with fire while sitting on

the floor, but today people on Koh Yor cook with gas while standing. The new houses have
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counters in ithe| kitcheins which make people stand when cooking. The old bathrooms were

separated from;the h01"15es and had a pond to collect water for showering and washing; on the

contrary, the new bathrooms are built in the new houses for residents who want safety, privacy
. | X

and comfort.g Tlflis has changed the residents’ behaviors of using the toilets.
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