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ABSTRACT

At present, the quality of life has been considered as the highest priority in
developing country. Such policy as tourism development has become a tool for
improving the quality of life. This policy is applied to many communities in rural area such
as Ban Prasat, Amphoe Nonsung, Changwat Nakhon Ratchasima. The community has
been developed as a home stay since 1993. This study aims to investigate how the
tourism development, home stay, affects the quality of life. The main objectives of the
study are to measure and evaluate the quality of life, to analyze the factors affecting
quality of life, and to investigate the impact of home stay development on the community
as a whole. The study also aims to provide the suggestion of how to promote tourism
development for better quality of life in Ban Prasat.

Two hundred and ninety three persons living in the community were interviewed
and discussion based on four aspects of the quality of life (i.e., health, social, economic,
and environmental aspect.) The results indicate that Ban Prasad’ quality of life in all
aspects is high, with the exception of economic aspect that is evaluated at medium level.
The impact of tourism on the community is rather positive than negative. Moreover, the
results show the relation between participation in tourism-related activities and the level
of quality of life. People who participate in tourism-related activities tend to have higher
quality of life when compare to those who do not. in order to improve Ban Prasat's
quality of life through tourism development, local government and the community should

emphasize the economic development especially on how to improve the distribution of



tourism generated income within the community. In addition, local government should
level up the awareness of community in public participation especially in tourism-related

activity by encouraging more participation among the teens and those working the

village.
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