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ABSTRACT

According to the summary of the road traffic accidents in the Bangkok Metropolitan
Area during 1994-2005, it found that property damages occurred from traffic accidents were
worth billions of baht per year. Consequently, the Department of Land Transport introduced
video recording technology to detect driver’s behavior at intersections. The objectives are to
reduce accidents as well as cultivate driving disciplines. The researcher of this study finds the
project interesting and would like to investigate more about the attitudes and behaviors of drivers
as to this kind of detection system.

The results of the study were that the majority of the sample group mostly consists of
males, aged 31-40 years old, holding a bachelor’s degree or the equivalent of one, private
company employees, with 5-10 years of driving experience. Most of them spent over 2 hours
driving their car and have been charged with traffic violations. They knew about the
implementation of the Red Light Camera System project from friends, television, and the radio.
Most of them only knew what kind of cars would be detected but they didn’t know about other
details such as violation cases, fines, violation points recording, and problems from not paying
fines. Although the drivers knew very little about the project, their driving behavior improved. To
illustrate, when they drove past intersections and when they drove past the yellow light at
intersections, they slowed down their speed and became more careful regardless of the installation
or non installation of the detection system. Pertaining to the beh;ivior of stopping their car at

intersections and the behavior of stopping their car at stop lanes, drivers became more careful by

m



trying to stop their car before reaching the white stop line and stopping their car correctly at the
lane.

The attitudes of drivers towards the red light camera system were that regarding the
project implementation, drivers were not sure that the current detection system was appropriate or
not, but they agreed that there should be a continuous development of the project to install the
system at every intersection and that the fines received should be used to finance the development
of the project. Pertaining to the violation cases, fine payment, and points recording, the sample
group was not sure about the appropriateness of the criteria, the detection, the notification, and the
benefits of the project. The drivers agreed that it was appropriate to inform traffic violators in
detail through notification documents, that the project helps reduce road traffic accidents,
decrease disputes between police and drivers, as well as helps cultivate better driving disciplines
and awareness.

From the results of the hypothetical test of the relationship between the
acknowledgement of the red light camera system implementation and the behavior of drivers in
the Bangkok Metropolitan Area, the findings were that the acknowledgement of the violation
fines was in relation with the driver’s behavior when driving past intersections and the carefulness
of parking their car when overlapping the stop line. The acknowledgement about the fine payment
period for violations was related to the driver’s behavior at yellow lights. The acknowledgement
of the problems occurred when violators avoiding the fine payment were in relationship with the
driver’s behavior at the yellow lights.

The results of the study and the hypothetical test showed that drivers knew about the red
light camera system through their friends, television, and radio. Although they knew about the
project, they didn’t know about it in detail. Therefore, project managers should improve the
marketing of the project in detail so that drivers receive accurate and complete data about the
system, resulting in more benefits from the project. In addition, the data about the fine payment,
points recording, fine payment period, and problems of violators avoiding fine payments should
be brought into account in the project because this is important data that enables drivers to drive

correctly according to traffic laws.
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