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ABSTRACT

Recent economic crisis in Thailand affected many construction projects. A lot of
buildings under construction had to be abandoned due to lack of financial support. Besides adding an
unpleasant sight to the city panorama, these abandoned buildings decay and create environmental and
social problems. This study investigates these problems and also looks into the effect that the length of

abandoned period has on the structural and architectural integrities of the buildings.

Three abandoned buildings were randomly selected for this study. Study on
environmental and social problems was done by response to hand-out questionnaire to surrounding
communities. Structural and architectural integrities were done by close inspection of the building and
concrete strength testing by Schmidt hammer. The result of the study reveals that the structural
integrity decreases which can lead to structural failure in some parts of the buildings. Surrounding
communities are very concerned with their safety since the abandoned buildings have become a
gathering place for criminal and drug dealers. They would like to see the construction proceeds as
soon as possible. This study also provide suggestions to prevent and remedy these unpleasant

problems which created by the unfinished and abandoned buildings.
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