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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the sustenance of the residential land use and its expension in
the Silom commercial district as a case study for future development planning guidelines.

Silom has been one of the most important commercial districts in Bangkok where
population density is high and there is a great amount of capital circulating within and between
the district and other areas. Most landowners take advantage of its high economic potentiality,
where prominent return activities such as commercial, retail, and business are prominent.
However, there is a fairly high proportion of residential usage in the area, which phenomenon
demonstrates the inefficiently use of land in comparison with its potentiality.

This research combines the questionnaire data with the current land use survey to reach
an explanation on why and how residential usage is spatially scattered around this valuable
commercial district.

This research found five types of commercial shelters, namely, detached houses, shop
houses, town houses, spontaneous housing, and condominiums. The first four types of housing
have long been established and their functions modified. The development of condominiums is
more recent and its purpose is mainly to accommodate the new generation of dwellers.
Condominiums are proved to be the type of accommodation, which is more efficient in space
usage and more practical in shared ownership. It is potentially the type of shelter, which will
constantly increase in number when compared with other types of accommodations.

The research also found two types of dwellers--old timers and new comers—who state
different reasons of living in the areas in accordance with their length of stay. The old timers are
more attached to the place and truly possess a sense of belonging. Their family lives are centered

around activities in the area, where their descendants are either working or schooling or even

1]



con-ducting businesses in the commercial district. They can persist in Silom party due to their
high income and prosperity. The new comers, on the other hand, live in the area due to the
proximity to employment and the existence of good public transportation network in the
community. The economically high potentiality makes employment abundant in the Silom
commercial district.

As a case study, the research is bound to predict the trend and direction of residential
land use in the central commercial district in order to optimize the present land use policy and to
facilitate the development of infrastructural system in accordance with the present dwelling

pattern.
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