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The Damneon Saduak Floating
Market has thus become a unique
symbol of Thailand, in addition to being i/
a marketplace where you can buy o0 0 T
- anything from fruit and vegetables, B(}a'ts ghﬂﬁ S!OW !y
dried and preserved foodstuffs,
noodles, coffee or drinks. There are
even boats selling all kinds of hats:
Thai, Chinese, Vietnamese or Burmese.
As the sun dimbs high into the sky
approaching noontime, the market
gradually disperses. Boats glide slowly
back to their homes, some empty,
- some still with leftover goods that will
- soon be made into lunch or dinner for
the whole family. In the afternoon, they
will collect more produce from their

Damneon Saduak
Floating Market

In the past, daily commerce in Thailand was conducted
mostly along rivers and canals. Bangkok's water network

was busy and served as the principal means of -
communication causing Bangkok to be called the "Venice
of the East" by early European visitors.

This is a normal scene at the Damneon Saduak Floating
Market which is well-known among Thai and foreign
tourists. The floating market is a reminder of a past
culture that has been preserved for the future generations
to witness. It is a way of life on the river, where people
farm for their own consumption, and what is super-fluous

is then exchanged for other goods with people in the -
same community.
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IMmpresses foreigners

The market reaches its peak at around 8-9 a.m. when all the boats have
arrived. The klong seems narrow with all the boats. The long boats are
moored next to each other for easy access by the people on the bank. The
air reverberates with the shouts of vendors selling their wares. A loud voice
has an immediate advantage.

However, those with better quality goods will attract buyers, and those with
more goods will find themselves surrounded. But they are alt good-hearted,
forwarding the items across each other boats which are moored so close that
you can walk across to the next one easily. This friendly competition greatly

o : & a
AR NLULUTNATIN 3
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You can drive from Bangkok along

5 SR \| (- ; Highway No.4 (Phetkasem Road),

G E T T I NG THERE then turn left at Km. 80 and continue
for another 25 kilometers along the
Bang Phae- Damneon Saduak Road.
Public buses (No.78) goes direct
from Bangkok's Southern bus
terminal to Damneon Saduak every
20 minutes, beginning at 6.20 a.m.,
but you will have to get one of the
first few buses to arrive in Damneon
et 5 E # Saduak by 8 or 9 a.m., when the

e \N\V |/ // 7/ market's at its best. Air-con buses
start at 6 a.m. The trip lasts just
short of two hours under normal
road conditions. The fare is 55 baht
for air-con or 35 baht for an ordinary
bus.

From the pier nearest the bus
terminal (Thai Seri Khani Kaset),
take a 20 baht water taxi to the

From the pier

i
Sm o S LA L

If you go to every Fioating Market, thing you ought to find
are the boats which sell noodle and the coffee boats. These
two kinds of boat seem to be the symbol of the Floating
Market. Besides these ,we can see the boats which sell fresh
vegetables, fruits of every season such as mangoes,
oranges, rambutans, durains, pomeloes, guavas, rase
apples, grapes, mangosteens, coconut, jujubes, chicoes,
sugar cane, water melons, pine apples, fongans etc. and
some boats the sellers sell their own vegetables which they
grow them by the river side or by the canal such as
bergamots, limes, gourds, egg-plants, Chinese mustard,

w : & =
FAIDENWULLTNATIN G

BE
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The rental boats: The best

way of appreciating the

floating market is literally to

join it, to take a boat ride

through the vendors to

savour the smells and

sounds as well as the sights.

A little effort spent in getting oy »

away from the popular siiLA'ABED

haunt and exploring a ' rent a

back canals that is re\:%;éﬂj I the Ca

by other scenes of a

traditional way of life that

~ has scarcely changed over

- the years. You can rent a

- boat to tour the canals for
150 baht for one half-hour

Some people spend the night in
Nakhon Pathom and catch an
early morning bus to Samut
Songkhram, asking to be let out
at Damneon Saduak.

It is also possible to get to
Damneon Saduak by bus (8
baht) from Samut Songkhram, a
trip of around 25 minutes; Samut
Songkhram is much closer to
Damneon Saduak (20 minutes by
bus), and some people find it a
better place to stay. A
songthaew to or from Ratchaburi

AIRENLULISIATIN 3
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»al means of

1 ROrma ene atine eoh
Saduak Floating Market which is
ws Well-known among Thai and foreign
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Slde canals appeared on both s:deé to
expediate the transfer of corps form the
orchards and farms to the market.

products fromthe farms and orchards. They move
quietly along the canaltowards one of three spots which
has been prearranged, either at Klong Ladplee, 400

meters form Amphoe Damneon Saduak, at Klong Bho

M2 NN LARIAUN

28



The market reaches its peak at around 8-2 a.m. when all the
bo ts h:w amvm‘ The kiong seems narrow with all the boats.
moared ne
the -people on the bank. Thea ho i
vendors selling their wares. A Soud voice has an lmmedsate

-

armer’'s shirts, giving a fraditional touch to the scence.

v vy d Qs Q‘l
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The Damneon Saduak Floating Markel has
thus become a unique symbol of Thailand, in
addition to being a marketplace where you can
buy anything from fruit and vegetables, dried
and preserved foodstuffs, noodles, coffee or
drinks. There are even boats selling all kinds 'of
hats: Thai, Chinese, Vietnamese or Burmese.

As the sun climbs high it ;?u thesky

hing noontinte, 46 m lw‘ t gradlially
ats glide slowlywback totheir
homes some empty some still wnh leftover
goods be made into lunch er
i am"y in the afternoocn,
they will collect more produce from their
orchards so they can leave bright and early for
the market with a fully laden boat the next day.
This is the life on the river, remnants from the
past that sfill exists for us to witness to this day.
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You can drive from Bangkok along Highway
No.4 (Phetkasem Road), then turn left at Km.
80 and continue for another 25 kilometers along
the Bang Phae- Damneon Saduak Road.
Public buses (No0.78) goes direct from
Bangkok's Southern bus terminal to Damneon
Saduak every 20 minutes, beginning at 6.20
a.m., but you will have to get one of the first few

from the s buses to arrive in Damneon Saduak by 8 or 9

ler -
wal r“ hours under norm 2

fare is 55 baht for air-con or 35 baht for an

ordinary bus.

From the pier nearest the bus terminal (Thai

Seri Khani Kaset), take a 20 baht water taxi to
the flogting ma i j

wast ¢

al untifysu c

whera most

al along the

i market area
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Some people spend the night
in Nakhon Pathom and catch
an early morning bus to Samut
Songkhram, asking to be let
otit at Damneon Saduak.

itis also possible to get to
Damneon Saduak by bus {8
baht) from Samut Songkhram,
a trip of around 25 minutes;
Samut Songkhram is much
closer to Damneon Saduak (20
minutes by bus), and some
people find it a better place to
stay. A songthaew to or from
Ratchaburi costs 20 baht.
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T .. One interesting way to return to Bangkok from
be autl neon Saduak is by boat via Samut Sakhon.

‘ From Klong Damneon Saduak, take a 30

By §, kilometers trip by long tail boat to Bang Yang lock,
where you can catch a ferry up the Tha Chin River,
getting off at Tha Angton on the river's right bank.

Tha

...... iy

8 4 i

songthaew to Samut Sakhon (you may have to
change in Kratum Baen along the way). The total
boat fare is around 25 baht and includes a boat
iange halfway at Ban Phaew - worth it for what is
considered one of Thailand' s most beautiful

as o : Qs L d
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it i L0, » 4y : i . TR B
be the symbol of the Floating Market. Besides these ,we can sse the boals
which sell fresh vegetables, fruits of every season such as mangoes,
oranges, rambutans, durains, pomeloes, guavas, rose apples, grapes,
mangosteens, coconul, jujubes, chicoes, sugar cane, water melons, pine
apples, longans etc. and some boats the sellers sell their own vegetables
which they grow them by the river side or by the canal such as bergamots,
: i 7

& i w3 H

and lemon grass 21¢. or the vegetabies which the :
canal, swamp and from the fence such as lotus stalks or morning glory.
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Some boats load a lot of fresh food that will be pork,
chicken, meat, fish, or fresh seafood. On the top of this,
there are siill the boats that sell many kinds of ready-

o
ﬂ““ﬂnn‘s nade icod as rice with many sorts of curry, papaya salad
{

(Som-Tum), and roasied-chicken. There are many Kinds of
sweet and ice-cream included all kinds of Thai Food.
Except boats that sell food, they sell pillows, vases, mats,
clothes, hats, and beautiful hand-made souvenirs.

It means; if you come to the floating market, you can get

everything that you want and you won't disappointed. It is

the place where the product owner and consumer come to
1ef. They can bargain and order the goods

wQ

meet each ot
hem in the next day.,

that they want and come back to get ther
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The owner of the empty boais shout for
the customer who want to go down
stream trough the inside garden to see
the living of the gardener and the very
beauttful mommg nature ThIS is the one

The guide boat will lead you to the
coconut ga de S that are profound and

he call from the
is the owner of
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The villagers here have generous mind. Many tourists leave their boat
for drinking coconut sugar that the old man and his gt
the glass full of ice for the guests to dispel the thirsty. The visitor can
drink as many glasses as they want without paying any monay.
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The rental boats: The best way

of appreciating the floating

market is literally to join it, to

take a boat ride through the

vendors to savour the smells

and sounds as well as the

sights. A little effort spent in & ‘g
getting away from the popular g@ %

haunt and exploring along back

that has scarcely changed over
the years. You can rent a boat to
tour the canals for 150 baht for
one half-hour or 300 baht per
hour (the fare should be settled
before beginning the trip). Try to
arrive by 8 a.m. at the latest (by
9 a.m. the package tours are in

canals that is rewarded b @1&1
scenes of a traditional wa); r n a
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Place to stay: One sure way to beat the tour buses/from
Bangkok is to spend the night in Damneon Saduak itself
and get up before the hordes of tourists arrive. There is
enough to see to justify spending a night and a day,
perhaps longer. Try the clean and quiet Noknoi (032-
254832), where rooms cost 170 baht with fan, 300 baht
with air-con. Noknoi is about a 15 minutes walk from klong
Ton Khem. Ban Sukchoke Resort (032-253044) offers
comfortable bungalows set over the canal from 250 baht.
Ban Sukchoke Resort is 1.5 kilometers north-west of
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