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ABSTRACT

RESEARCH PAPER . Participation of Youths in Promoting Ecotourism:
A Case Stidy of Trainned Persons in Youth Leaders
Training for the Conservation Resources Tourism
inThailand Project

BY : Mrs. Sasi- apha Prosoqsub
DEGREE : Master of Arts (Social Development)
MAJOR : Social Development Management
ACADEMIC YEAR 1 1996

The study was aimed to analyze the youths’ participation in ecotourism
promotion and the factors related to their participation.

The subjects were composed of 192 youths (out of 800) had completed the
training programs on ecotourism in Thailand (1 to 5 programs) during 1980-1995.
Twenty-five percent of the youth trainees were randomly selected for the study. The
questionnaire forms were sent to them by mail. The documentary research was also
conducted along with 1it. The independent variables were the subject’s backgrounds
and experiences. These were sex, age, education, the region a youth represented,
travelling frequency, acknowledgement of the information form the training program
for youth leaders and seminars on conservatism. The dependent variables were their
participation in ecotourism promotion, which included arranging study tours,
participating in public relations activities, creating the consciousness of
environmental consservatism, creating satisfaction with the beauty of nature.
encourgaing local people to take part in ecotourism, recognizing the environmental
problems and understanding of ecotourism.

It was found that youths took part in the ecotourism promotion at high level.
A larger number of female youths than male counterparts participated in the public
relation activity and the creation of the consciousness of envirionmental
consesrvatism. The youths with an B.A. degree or higher participated in project
more than others. Also, these who traveled more than 3 times were involved in
arranging study tours more than these who traveled less frequently.

It was the direcst responsibility of the Tourism Authority of. Thailand to
promote ecotourism. However, this could be done through diffrenet institutions such
as families, communities, educational institutes--both public and private. In addition,
the training program on ecotourism for youth leaders, should be evaluated and its
curriculum should be adjusted to fit the target groups which including youths across
the country.
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