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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are 1) to compare conservation behavior toward the
community-fofest of Subdistrict Administrative Organization members (SAO members) with
different bio-social and background characteristics, 2) to study original psychological traits
factors that are related to situational psychological aspects and conservation behavior
toward the community-forest of SAO members of various types, 3) to study the situational
factors related to situational psychological aspects and conservation behavior toward the
community-forest of SAO members of various types, 4) to study original psychological traits
and situational factors related to situational psychological aspects and conservation_
behavior toward the community-forest of SAO members of various types, and 5) to seek
causative variables that are important to the prediction of conservation behavior toward the
community-forest of SAO members of various types.

This research is a comparative-correlation study. The sample of the study was 800
SAO members selected via random-sampling technique. The instruments used in the
research were summated rating scales measurement, test, and questionnaires. The
sample was divided into 5 groups via 1) original psychological traits 2) situational-based
characteristics 3) conservation behavior toward the community-forest group 4) situational-
based psychological characteristics, and 5) bio-social characteristics of the SAO members,
including gender, age, education, family's economic status, and trave! sorted, all of which
were considered minor variables in the data analysis. The data were collected during the
month of January to May 2008, from which 658 questionnaires were returned (82.25%)
and analyzed via statistic package program for percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test, Three-way Analysis of Variance and Multiple Regression Analysis (Stepwise and
Hierarchical). -Moreover, secondary analysis of average comparison of groups by pairs with

Scheffe’ method was also applied. The analysis was preceded both in the entire-sample
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and the bio-social characteristics-based sub-groups for the best result. The findings from
the analysis indicated that

1) SAO members with different travel sorted had different conservation behavior
toward the community-forest with the statistic significance level of .05. On the other hand,
SAO members with different genders and ages had different behavior of promotion and
preservation of community forest with the statistic significance level of .05. In addition, SAO
members with different educational background, family’s economic status, and travel sorted
had different behavior of regulation observation with the statistic significance level of .05

2) SAO members with higher 3-dimention situations: higher perception of
community-forest conservation, higher perception of social situation norm of community-
forest conservation, and higher information about the community forest conservation were
found to possess higher behavior regarding promotion and preservation of community
forest. Particularly, these behaviors were found in the samples with admiration of forest-
traveling. In addition, it was also found that situational factors helped predicting the
behavior towérd promotion and preservation of community-forest as well as regulation
observation behavior of the SAO members in the entire-group (24.2% and 18.6%;
respectively). It wés also predicted that the percentage of promotion and preservation
behaviors of the lower educational background SAO members was 30.4%, and the
regulation observation behaviors of the lower-status SAO members was 23.6%.Generally,
significant predictors for these behaviors were accessibility of information about the
community forest preservation, perception of social situation norm of community forest
conservation and perception of community forest conservation; respectively.

3) SAO members with higher 3-dimensions of original psychological aspects:
future-orientation and self-control, motivation for achievement and self-confidence, attained
higher scores on both types of behaviors than their opposites did. Moreover, it was found
that the original psychological aspects could also predict the behavior of promotion and
preservation of community forest and regulation observation of the SAO members in the
entire-group (22.0% and 39.5%; respectively). In addition, it was also predicted that the
percentage of promotion and preservation and regulation observation behaviors of the
high-status SAO members was 33.6% and 43.5%; respectively. The significant predictors
were motivation for achievement, future orientation and self-control and self-confidence;
respectively.

4) SAO members perceiving more community-forest conservation information

(situation), being highly future orientation and self-control (psychological traits), and having

<
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high positive attitude towards community forest conservation (situational psychology) were
found to possess higher behavior in promotion and preservation of community forest.
These behavior could be found in the entire-group, male group, elderly group and low-
status SAO members. Moreover, it was also found that situational factors, original
psychological traits together with situational psychology could predict the behaviors toward
promotion anq preservation of community-forest and regulation observation in the entire-
group (41.0% and 44.2%; respectively). Besides, Ait was also predicted that the percentage
of promotion and preservation behaviors of the SAO members with admiration of forest-
traveling was 54.1% and the regulation observation behaviors of the SAO members with
higher-status was 52.6%. The significant predictors of these behaviors were motivation for
achievement, accessibility of information about the community-forest conservation, good
health, positive attitude towards community forest conservation and self-confidence;
respectively.

5) The situational psychology factor that could predict the behavior of promotion
and preservation of community-forest, as well as the regulation observation increased from
the related original psychological factor and situational aspect in the entire-group (4.2%
and 1.5%; respectively). It was also predicted that the percentage of the promotion and
preservation behavior of elderly SAO members could reach the maximum of 6.5%, and
4.9% for regulation observation of the non forest-traveling admired SAO members, with
positive attitude towards community forest conservative and the knowledge about

community forest conservation as the significant predictors.

Keywords : Psycho-Social / Conservation Behavior / Community Forest Conservation / Subdistrict
Administrative Organization / Subdistrict Administrative Organization Members (SAO

Members)
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