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His Majesty tusns

"OK inte ”@xceﬂéﬂt”
€L

A

¥ // he dinghy with the sail number 99 glided through the Hua Hin seas last July, a
=" reminder of His Majesty King Bhumibol's ongoing passion with sports, particularly
sailing.

The occasion was the Annual Royal Chitrlada Yacht Squadron-Royal Thai Navy Yacht
Squadron race. At the helm of the brand new dinghy, OK 99, was His Majesty the King.

He was one of 45 sailors in single-handed OK dinghies who completed the friendly 7-
kilometre race under brilliant blue skies. The OK 99 was a gift from the Royal Thai Navy,
constructed by leading Danish boat builder Poul Oddersborg. For Oddersborg, the race
presented an opportunity to meet the King, who thanked him for his excellent work.

It was also a time for His Majesty to remember how he had once sailed the Gulf from
Hua Hin to Sattahip in an OK dinghy called the VEGA in 1966. The OK class is his favourite
single-handed dinghy.

His Majesty's fondness for water sports emerged after he returned to Thailand to begin
his reign. Prior to that, in Switzerland he had an interest in motor racing, until his 1948
accident forced him to give it up, as well as being an avid skiier.

His Majesty is an expert yachtsman and he has the record to prove it. He has represented
Thailand in many Asian Games, and in 1967 he and his eldest daughter shared the gold
medal at the South East Asian Peninsular (SEAP) Games. It was the same year he had made
the historic trans-Gulf journey from Hua Hin to Sattahip. Today, His Majesty's original long-
distance sailing trip is commemorated annually by the Royal VEGA Trophy Rudder Race.

In all tournaments, His Maje sty ensures that his position in Thai society does not affect
the rules of the game. Once, in 1968, while competing in a National Regatta, he demonstrated
his sportsmanship with a self-disqualification after hitting another boat.
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