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ABSTRACT

The purposes of research were to study: 1) general conditions of secondary
schools in the Educational Region 12, 2) problems of teaching agricultural practices
concerning land use, water resources, buildings, tools and equipment, budgeting, and
personnel ~ management as reported by heads of agricultural sections. 3) relationship
between problems of teaching agricultural practices and school locations, school
sizes, and school land areas for teaching agricultural practices. 4) recommendations
for solving problems of teaching agricultural practices by heads of agricultural section.

Population of the study were 170 heads of agricultural sections from 170
secondary schools in the Educational Region 12. Constructed questionaires were used
as tools for gathering data. Frequency counts, percentage, arithmatic means, and Chi~
square test were statistical tools for data analysis .

The results of the study revealed that most of the heads of agricultural
sections were male and married. They had been joming government service at the
average of 14.4 years and serving as the heads of agricultural section for 8.9 years.
Most of them graduated bachelor degree majoring in agriculture and holding Instructor
2 position. Their averaged teaching load was 13 periods per week and they taught 4
subjects. Most of them obtained trainings on teaching agriculture. They also had

been assigned other works at least one job aside from teaching.



For general conditions of secondary schools, numbers of the schools located
inside and outside municipalities, were nearly the same. Numbers of medium - size
schools were higher than the others. Averaged number of agricultural teachers was
1.7 teachers per school. Averaged land area was 16.6 rais per school Most of
schools, land areas for agricultural practices were plains with laterite soil. More than
half of the schools provided land areas for vegetable growing, ornamental plants
growing, and landscaping areas. Most schools used water from ponds for agricultural
purposes. The most popular agricultural subjects offered in the lower secondary
education were agricultural works, free selectives subjects in agriculture, and
agricultural project. For the upper secondary education, the popular subjects were free
selective subjects in agriculture. Most schools lacked of pig castrators and
microscopes.

Most respondents reported that factors affecting teaching agricultural practices
were : seasonal flooding, inadequacy of water for agricultural practices, scarcity of
building for animal raising, damaging of tools and equipment, inadequate budget,
teachers were assigned too much works that they had no time for preparing their
teaching,

Location of school related with 8 problems of teaching practical agriculture :
inadequacy of land areas, poor water quality, hard water, water resources were far
away, lack of water in dry season, scarcity of teachers’ offices, tools and equipment
were used personally, student used tools and equipment wrongly and teaching out
comes were not commensurate with budget invested.

Sizes of schools were related with 7 problems of teaching agricultural
practices. inappropriateness of farm machineries for low —land conditions, inadequacy
of land areas, water resources were far away, scarcity of teachers’ offices, tools and
equipment were stolen and the teaching outcomes were not commensurate with the
budget invested.

Agricultural land areas were related with 6 problems of teaching agricultural
practices : inadequatcy of land areas, water resources were far away, noisiness from
outside classrooms, lath houses were to small for plant propagation work, problems

on keeping records of tools and equipment, teachers lacked initiativeness.



Recommendation to improve and solve problems of teaching agricultural
practices from the heads agricultural section were providing adequate amount of
budget for agricultural buildings and laboratories construction for every schools and

applying farm manures and composts for mproving soil quality.
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