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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the agricultural academic services for
communities of the northern and the northeastern Rajabhat Institutes by aiming at 1) some
socio-economical status of the respondents 2) the states of the agricultural academic
services for communities 3) the desires to develop agricultural academic services for
communities and 4} the recommendations of the desire to develop agricultural academic
services for communities.

Population was 92 persons who consisted of 16 heads Department of Agriculture
in the northern and the northeastern Rajabhat Institutes . Interview schedules and
questionaires were the tools for gathenng data. All 16 members of heads department were
interviewed by the researcher while the 76 agricultural instructors answered the questionairs.
All data were processed through the SPSS and being analized by frequency counts, weighted
mean score, standard diviation, percentage, range and rank.

The results of the study revealed that more than half of respondents were male,
average age of 41.10 years old, already being married, and obtaining master degree
qualfication with majoring in plant science. Their average teaching experience was 15.43

years, holding instructor 2 position, they also were assigned to responsible for administrative



jobs, academic jobs, business jobs or farm management jobs, besides their teaching
responsibilities,

More than half of heads department indicated that they did not procure the
agricultural academic services ‘for communities in their institutions. The nstitutes which
proceeded the services had been operated by the heads department of agriculture who
initiated the program. They did in accordance with the institutes’ policies which were
mentioned that the higher education institutions must be responsible for providing academic
services to rural or community development. Budget for procedures of the services, they
used money from the government budget and institute incomes. They also used varnous
places in the institutes for their serving places. They also used the other places such as the
places which belonged to Fishery Department, Forestry Department, Agricultural Extension
Department and Livestock Department. For their public relations of the service activities, they
sent letters for informing to the various government agencies and coordinating with
Agricultlural Amphur Officials and Agricultiural Tumbo! Officials at the most foliowing by
meeting with district officials for disseminating the news to people in the areas. They also
mentioned that their highest serving activities were to serve the teachers in the primary and
secondary schools including the farmers in the provinces nearby.

The teaching techniques in agnculture was the highest rank of their serving
activities and training farmers to do integrate farming was the second. All of courses for
serving activities were developed by them. There were mostly 3 days duration with operating
in second semester for their training courses. Most of them used training and demonstration
methods. They also provided exhibitions and informations, answering the questions, mass
medias and leaflets for their dissemination the knowledge to people. Seminars and
discussions also were employed in various places, for instance, at the wats and schools in
the communities, they sometimes used the places of faculties, for their activities. Evaluation
the program activities were taken place immediately right after program termination.

All respondents pronounced that inadequate budget and inadequate personnels
were the most serious problemsfobstacles of the activity program while the other

problems/obstacles were at the moderate level.



All respondents also desired to develop the agricultural academic serviced at the
moderate level in all aspects. However, for the bugeting aspect, they pointed out to desire
the adequate budget at the high level (much), for the personnel aspeet, they desired the
adequate personnels and the leadership development for instructors at the the high level. For
the course management, they needed to develop at the moderate level. For the appropriation
with environment, economics and community aspect, they desired to emphasize on the
careers in the communities at the high level. For the academic and technological aspect, they
pointed out therr desires at the high level as follows : 1) promoting the instructors to do
researches for using the results to serve or to improve communities 2} providing field trips to
abroad for gaining their knowledge and technologies for serving or improving communities
and 3) encouraging instructors to participate workshops or seminars for increasing their
knowledge and their initiatives. For the other aspects which consisted of the supplies and
instrument aspect, the procedure aspect, the coordinating aspect, the time period for
proceeding aspect, and the program evaluation and monitoring aspects were at the moderate
level.

The respondents also gave some suggessions to develop the agricultural academic
services for the communities in as follows : 1} should increase the monthly income and 2)
should clearly signify the job assingment of agricuftural instuctors concerning with their
teaching jobs and their agricultural academic services for communities. 3) to apply existing
technologies for the serving activities and 4} the program managers of the agricultural
academic services for the communities should clearly understand about the states and
problems of the communities before starting to operate the program.

From the results of research brought about some recommendations to the northern
and the northerastern Rajabhat Institutes, Falulty of Agriculture and Industry or Department
of Agriculture in the Faculty of Socience and Technology that they should establish clearly the
plans and policies to the Agricultural academic services for communities as well as to provide
clearly adequate budget, promoting academic and technological supports to Agricultural

instructors, providing adequate personnels, clearly understanding the states of occupations

Vi



and the desires of people, and trying to establish the coordinating centers in the communities
or areas.

There were some recommendations to agricultural instructors that the ones who
were assigned to responsible for the special duties besides their teaching, for instance,
administrative jobs, academic jobs, business jobs, and farm management jobs, They should
take their opportuties to provide or promoting the agricultural academic services for
communities. They also should try to isert the agricultural academic services for
communities as their jobs into the educational admimistration scheme of the institutes or in
their facuities or departments. In the same manner, the agricultural instructors who were
assigned to teach, they should take adventage to promote and providing the agricultural
academic services for communities by inserting or including these jobs into their teaching

activities, both for their students and serving the people In communities.
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