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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study : 1) the general
backgrounds, 2) agricultural  courses offered, 3) local resources used in
agricultural instruction, —and 4) relationship between local resources used in
agricultural instruction and school size, school location, school land area, and
schoo!l farm land of the secondary school in the Educational Region 12.

The respondents were 132 heads of agricultural section of the
secondary schools in the Educational Region 12. Constructed questionnaires
were used for gathering data. Statistical tools used in analysis of the data were

percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square test.

The findings ;

Most of the heads of agricultural sections were male with average
age of 37.9 and they had been connected with the government services for
the average of 13.8 years. They also had 12.8 years of agricultural teaching

experience. Their average salary was 12,048 bahts per month with no income



from other sources. Their highest  qualifications  were bachelor degree with
academic positions of instructor 2 and they also were assigned other duties
beside teaching.

For general background of secondary schools, the study found that
there were almost equal in numbers of the large, the medium, and the small
sizes of schools. The average number of teachers in each school was 48.1 and
the average number of agricultural teachers each school 1.8. The majority of
the schools offered upper secondary education level and were co-ed schools.
More than half of the schools were located outside township or municipal area.
About half of them had the average land area of 45.9 rais and the average
farm land of 4.9 rais.

Most of the secondary schools offered agricultural courses in the
lower secondary education level both the basic agricultural practices and
agricultural occupation ~courses. For the upper secondary education level, about
one third of them did not offer courses in agriculture. It also found that these
schools offered both basic courses and free elective courses in agriculture.

Regarding the utilization of local resources for instruction in agriculture,
it found that resource persons, especially  the successful farmers, local
agricultural training places, teaching aids such as plant - breeds, livestock
breeds as well as agricultural chemicals were the most employed. In finding
relationship between the utilization of the local resources for agricultural
instruction in the school and the school size, the school location, the school
land area and the school farm land it found that only 6 out of 56 items shown
statistically significant difference at 0.05. The school locations were related with
the utilization of four local resources, they were the agricultural officials, the
successful farmers, the local schools, and the teaching aids. The school size
was related with the utilization of agricultural officials and the school land area

found related with employing instructors in the local schools.



Problems and obstacles of utilizing local resources as listed in 18
items, it found that 7 items were seriously, they were budget for running school,
budget for resource persons, training places were far away from the schools,
teaching time limitation, availability of local training places, the suitability of local

training places, and the students’ interest.
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