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ABSTRACT

This research utilizes the Asadang commercial area, a rural town center of
Nakhon Rachasima Province, as a case study toward the revitalization of a decaying
rural township. It aims to explore the sources of physical dilapidation of this aged
commercial community, and to derive a solution of design guidelines to the existing
problems, physically and spatially.

The study first explored the relevant literature to establish a theoretical
framework, followed by a reconnaissance survey to formulate the research design. The
preliminary inquiry found that existing physical problems were centered around three
major issues--the incompatibility of built environment, the insufficiency of on- and off-
street parking, and the unsuitability of sidewalk.design. The study applies an integrated
redevelopment approach which comprises of conservation, rehabilitation, and clearance
models to plan the revitalization of the Asadang rural township.

Both quantitative and qualitative methods were applied in the data collecting and
analyzing processes. It utilizes an integration of techniques, namely structured interview,
indepth interview, field observation and field mapping, and user brain-storming seminar

to reveal potential remedies to the physical problems.
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Research data were analyzed toward the answer of three issues: the utilization of
spatial functions, the traffic networks vis-a-vis the flow of pedestrians, and betterment of
the built-environment. Criteria for physical improvement set within the existing socio-
cultural context were finally suggested according to the research findings.

The research outcome suggested that physical features of the township could be
elevated by means of a suitable accessibility, an improved pedestrian network,
enhancement of safety measures, and the improvement of physical tidiness. In addition,
the study recommended that the reorganization of commercial activities would minimize
distance among stores and further promote pedestrian activities throughout the mall.

Since the methodology of this research was designed exclusively for the
Asadang case, generalization of findings and recommendations to the revitalization
activities of similar rural town centers could be made to cases with contextual

resemblance only.
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