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ertain things do not seem to

. have any value while we have

them, but once they aré no

. longerwithus,we begin to miss

them and want them back. Only then
it is too late.

Such nostalgia can be felt for any
event or anything, including objects
that we use daily. Worn out by use
over the years, these objects lose
their value and become piles of junk
that clutter the house. Itis only when

there is someone who is far-sighted
enough to see and cherish their hid-
denvalue, andthe stories thatthey tell
about the culture and people’s way of
life, that the piles of junk become
museum pieces.

That someone is Sergeant Major
Thawee Buranaket, whose folk mu-
seum is the first of its kind to have a
large collection of folk crafts. He has
collected these artefacts for a period
of over 30 years.

The museum is located ontwo rai
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"Jfland on Wisuthikasat RoadinMuang
_zDistrict of Phitsanulok Province. In
‘addition to the original two-storey
 wooden building which houses tens of
! thousands of old tools, equipment,
and household utensils, two more
puildings are under construction to
hold more artefacts from other parts of
Thailand.

An artist acclaimed for his crafts-
manship in casting Buddha images,
Sergeant Major Thawee was honored
by the National Culture Commission
as an outstanding citizen in 1983 for
his confribution to the preservation of
the national cultural heritage in the
field of crafts. The following year,
Srinakharinwirot University bestowed
on him an honorary doctorate in Art.

With his love of folk crafts and his
attachment to old artefacts, he has
opened his museum {0 the public free
of charge. "l want the new genera-
tions to know them," Sergeant Major
Thawee says. "These articles that |
have collected are not listed in any
encyclopedia or dictionary.  Some
peopledonoteven know they existed.
When these things become non-ex-
istent, the (Thai) people will begin to
appreciate them. A lot of people who
have been to my museum went home
and started their own collections.
Banks now collect old banknotes and
equipment, and several schools have
expressed an interest in this sort of
project. | think this is good."

Sergeant Major Thawee's mu-
seum is not only like a library where
you can learn about old Thai ways of
life. 1t also serves as a center for the
preservation of folk arts of Phitsanulok,
which is rich with traces of ancient
culture. Most of the arts preserved
here are variations of folk arts around
the lower parts of the Northern Re-
gion.

Objects on display are classified
according to their use. The firstgroup
consists of cooking utensils, ranging
from traditional stoves to grinding
stones, pots and pans, water contain-
ers made from coconut shells, torch
holders, etc.

The second group consists of tra-
ditional weapons made from various
materials. Some are devices made of
bamboo, wire, strings and nets for
catching birds or trapping animals.
Children's playthings from the third
group, while the fourth group includes
a variety of traditional farming tools
such as rakes, ploughs, yokes and
sickles.

In the fifth group are old musical
instruments and recreational items,
including instruments that produce
musical sounds such as bells and
whistles, or instruments that make
imitations of the songs of various birds.
The last group consists of miscella-
neous objects such as looms,
lacquerware, textiles, pottery,
bronzeware, and Buddha images.

Sergeant Major Thawee person-
ally took us around his museum, ex-
plaining and demonstrating the uses
of each object with enthusiasm and
warmth. His face exuded kindness
and the love to share what he knew.
Hours were spent sitting on the teak
floor, during which the teacher and his
students lost themselves in days of
yore. For us, we are our national her-
itage, so that we can care for them
unitl we become parents ourselves,
and pass them on to our children and
their descendants.

Sergeant Major Thawee's folk
museum is not a place where old
things you can't sell for money are
kept just for the fun of it. Rather, itis
aplacethatis dedicated to the people,
serving as a public library that houses
a collection of cherished treasures for
those who care to learn more about
the folklore and the sociology and
history of the Thai people.

F -
Tolie. Fomme
SILE TASTONY & WTERQATHRNRL 14t j14]
EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME i

CEDRO PRODUCTIONS CO. LTD.
FACTORY & SHOWROOM

8/3 CHIANGMAI-SANKAMPAENG RD.,
CHIANGMAI 50000 THAILAND.
TEL. (053) 247222, 247333 FAX: 66 53 247887

873 nuwBnlwal-Funnum
- - ]
aafios 1uslwi s0000

Tns. (053) 247222, 247333
uind : 66 53 247887

Qy 9






