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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were : 1) to study the physical
characteristics of homes for the elderly, 2) to study the factors affecting their
decision to live in the homes for the elderly, and 3) to study their living
conditions at the homes for the elderly. In this study, 3 homes for the elderly
administered by both the government and the private sector were studied -
namely Ban Bang-Kae, Ban Bang-Khen, and Ban Wai-Thong.

Ban Bang-Kae is government owned and administered by the
Department of Public Welfare. It has been set up to serve the elderly with low
or middle incomes. Ban Bang-Khen is a private home of recuperation for the
elderly administered by a public welfare philanthropic foundation. Therefore,
there are no charges for the elderly living there. Like Ban Bang-Khen, Ban
Wai-Thong is private owned. It is administered by the Elderly Division of Hua-
Cheaw Hospital that provides full services for the elderly, charging high
monthly fees.

m



Qualitative research approaches were applied to this study. The data
was collected from indepth interview and questionnaires given to people
involved such as administrators, trainers and attendants. The data on physical
characteristics of homes for the elderly, the care taking of the elderly’s physical
and mental health, their activities, working styles, and ways of withdrawal from
the group were collected through full observation. The data was analyzed
according to the conceptual frame-work set up. The results were presented in a
descriptive report.

It was found out that the three homes are located in developed areas,
and are served with suitable infrastructure. Ban Bang-Kae and Ban Bang-Khen
are located in suburban areas with ample space to serve the elderly. Ban Wai-
Thong is in Hua-Cheaw hospital which is located in the heart of the town.
Therefore, there is limited space to serve the elderly. The factors affecting their
decision to live in these places were : the lack of health attendants, family
issues, and poverty. The reasons to live in Ban Wai-Thong, in particular, were
that the elderly had such poor health that they could not take-care of themselves
and they had feared having accidents when living alone.

As for their living condition, it was found out that they had been
physically and mentally well taken care of. It can be concluded that they had
rather good living conditions.

From this study, it can be concluded that homes for the elderly of these
kinds play a major role, superseding the family institution : particular in the

urban area society.
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