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Abstract

Low-priced housing 4is in high demand by residents in the
Bangkok Metropolitan Area and its environs. The private sector can
meet, such demand more efficiently than the government sector. The
housing projects which are gaining in importance are townhousee which
are a row of houses built next to one another and condominiums which
are buildings containing residential units-one on top of another. This
study toock Bodinthararaksa Village 1 as a representative of townhouses
and Poonsin angptown as a representative of condominiums. The main
objectives of this study are to compare the physical characteristics
of each project and to evaluate whether those characteristics affect
the residents’ satisfaction. The two projects were chosen for the case
study because variables other than physical characteristics were about
the same and there fore, controlled. These variables are project owner
(private company), location, age of the buildings, number of
residential units and price and also the socio-economic

characteristics of the residents.



v

The data used in this study were collected through a
questionnaire survey. More than 15 % of the sample population of each
project answered the questionnaire. It covers social background,
economic background, previous kind of housing, reasons for moving out,
owner/tenant at previous address, type of commuting, time spent
commuting and dream home. The difference in all of Lhose aspects are
tested by using Z-test. It is found that there is no statistical
significance at 0.05. It means that the two group are comparable in
terms of their socio-economic characteristics.

The physical characteristics of the project are divided into
three factors :- 1. physical characteristics of the residential unit.
2. physical characteristics of the community including roads,
pavements/corridors, playgrounds or open court, commercial buildings,
garbage disposal, water treatment and drainage systems.

3. infrastructure, and community services including electricity supply,
water supply, telephones, keeping the éommunity clean, safety and
security measures and a community committee. It is found that the
three factors in the two projects vary.

The difference in the average satisfaction of residents in
each aspect in the two projects is tested by using a t-test. Its
difference is statistically significance at 0.05 level. Attitudes
toward the elements of three factors in each project are also studied
and the difference are tested by using a t-test. They are satisfactory
and acceptable. It is also found that the differences in the physical
characteristics of the project result in a difference in the
residents’ satisfaction. As a whole residents in Bodinthararaksa
Village 1 are more satisfied with the three factors in their community
than those én Poonsin Condotown.

To develop a housing project to meet the needs of residents,
physical characteristice of the project should be considered. Other

related aspects such as social and economic background should also be

taken into consideration.
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