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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the
faculty members’ need assessment in professional
enhancement and methods of seeking professional
enhancement, compare need assessment between those who
had different degrees and academic ranks, and find out
problens and obstacles of seeking professional
enhancement in King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology
Ladkrabang. The professional enhancement consisted of
development on specific knowledge in each major,
teaching skills and other knowledge on professional

roles.
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This study was conducted among 275
instructors who were samples of the 434 populations.

The research instrument was a questionnaire.

Research findings:

Most faculty members had their educational
attainment at master degrees and were in academic ranks
of "instructor"” about 11-15 years. The percentage of
those who had completed their master degrees from Thai
universities and others was 20% ; while those who
earned the doctorate was only 2% ;3 and those indicating
they had training, academic visiting before the year of
1980 was 50.4%. The percentage of faculty members who
participated in funded research from Thailand was 30%
and other countries was only 10%

Although most faculty members never had
sabbatical leave, they had translated, reviewed and
published articles in journals. In the year of 1991 the
percentage of faculty members who attended external
seminars was 44%. It should be noticed that there were
no orientations on teaching skills and other professional
activities in King Mongkut’s Institute Technology.

It was found that the faculty members’ need
assessment of development on specific knowledge in each
major about high technologies and workshops on teaching
instrument was in high level. The methods of seeking

professional enhancement which were academic visiting,

VI



training, and research were in high level while those
of asking specific specialists were in middle.

It was found that need assessment in teaching
skills on new technologies and using computers as
teaching aids were in high 1level. Knowledge on
analyzing test items for reusing and grading were in
middle level. The suitable methods for developing
teaching skills which consisted of +training and
supporting "to participate in educational profession
associations were in high level, while those for asking
a standard grading service office and supervisory
teaching were in middle.

It was also found that other knowledge on
professional roles which consisted of using computer for -
education and developing knowledge on environment and
resources were in high level. The most suitable methods
should be field ¢trips, trainings, academic seminarss
while discussions were in middle.

An effort was made to compare need assessment
between faculty members who had different degrees and
academic ranks. There were no significantly differences
in development on specific knowledge in each major,
teaching skills and other knowledge on professional
roles. Most faculty members asked for same level of
heed assessment which was nop get along with the

research hypothesis.
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The problems and obstacles of seeking
professional enhancement which consisted of budget
supporting in development personnel and activities and
Institute’s policies were in high level; while those of
publishing articles in both internal and external
institute, scholarship for continuing study abroad,

studies were in middle internal and external institute.

Recommendat ions

It was found that faculty members highly need
assessment in professional enhancement. It should have
institutional office of development that can response
for development on specific knowledge in each major,
teaching skills and other knowledge on professional
roles. The representatives should be from every
department and work as an associate which serve their

own faculty members in all supporting activities.
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