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Abstract

Project Title: Study of Aids Behaviors and False Beliefs of Youth: A Case Study of Youth in
Pattaya City
Researcher:  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Chantana Viriyavejakul
Office: Department of Industrial Education, the Faculty of Industrial Education,
King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Ladkrabang,
Chalongkrung Road, Ladkrabang district, Bangkok 10520
Tel. 0-2329-8000 ext. 6061 Fax: 0-2326-4511

E-mail: kmchanta@kmitl.ac.th

This research aims to 1. Study the behaviors and false believes about AIDS among
teenagers in Pattaya city 2. Study the family, society, the press, and peer groups as factors
contributing to the behaviors and false believes about AIDS among teenagers in Pattaya. Only 10
male and female teenagers aged between 15 and 19 in Pattaya city are studied in this case. The
samples of this case study are the AIDS infected teenagers who reveal the fact to the public and
who keep it as a secret. In the field survey, observations with participation and without
participation, in-depth interviews, and group discussions are used. Then, they are analyzed by
constant comparison based on the guidelines of Glasser and Strayss (1967).

The research results show that before the activities, the AID infected teenagers see
themselves valueless. Some teenagers have depression and do not want to talk with anyone. Some
sit crying hopelessly. Initially, they do not give cooperation. However, they gradually feel better.
Moreover, it can be seen that they have fun, relaxation, and self-confidence. This may be because
they find that the activities make them less stressful, have more confidence, increase their self-
esteem, and foster relationship among their peer group members. In addition, the activities make
them feel more relaxed. Most.teenagers are interested in finding the information about AIDS from
TV, the Internet, the media of the government, newspapers/magazines/journals, and radio. The
focus group was organized to study and collect the ideas of the group members about the specific
issues. The focus is on the search for the way to provide teenagers with the proper materials to
correct false believes about AIDS. In the focus group, there is the false belief that the AIDS
infected females should not have a baby because AIDS is a life-threatening disease. Therefore,

they are hopeless and do not want to live in this world because they are the burden of their nation.

m



Although AIDS is spread by the touch of blood and lymph of others, it is still believed that
monogamy is the AIDS preventive measure. It is also misunderstood that most males get AIDS
from females, and that AIDS victims cannot work as hard as normal people do. Aids victims
often see themselves valueless and lack self-confidence. However, after the activities, they feel

better, more alert, and more self-confident.
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AIDS

Definition

Acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) is an infectious disease caused by the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV). There are two variants of the HIV virus, HIV-1 and HIV-2, both of which
ultimately cause AIDS.
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