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ABSTRACT

Thai silk has been esteemed as one of Thailand’s .rﬁost
famous handicrafts for.a long time. It reflects the excellence and
culture of Thailand and has won the admiration of foreigners. Not'
surprisingly, Théi silk and silk products are suitable for
exportation and contribute considerably and with growing fates to
Thailand’s export earnings. However, the export of Thai ailk still -
faces many problems that need ur‘gént address. This study looks at
the Thai silk industry’s problems of production,'. marketing,
expof‘taﬁion and _export'-tr‘ends with the aim to gain information
useful for forming a strategy which supports markets and promotes
the 'exportatidn of silk.

A result which emerged from this study is, that the moét
important markets with the highest 4po~tentials for Thai silk and silk
products exports are Japaﬁ, USA. The Nethérlands and Canada.
However, the silk producing industry has to deal with the following
problems : Lack of high quality raw material used in the production-
of high quality silk; high investment costs Qf‘ manufacturing
facilities; the fact that silk threads héve to be brought in from
ébr‘oad; and uncertain volumes of production combined with the
industry’s dependence on skilled workers who are available in too
high or too - low numbers, depending on the season. As for the
marketing problem it can be said, that the Thai silk industry
is lacking ideas for developing and designing ready-to-wear products

made from Thai silk, particularly for the international fashion
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market. The pr‘odﬁcts’ designs do still not match the requirements

and tastes of customers. ' The problem with the high silk thread

costs is that they do not correspond with the quality because no

standard prices f‘o‘r" buying and éelling have been fixed.” Furthermore,
oniy limit.éd information about the market. 'Si_tuation in other
countries is available, and there‘ also is increased éompetition
form countries such as China and India which can pr'odu‘oe‘silk for
cheaper prices. Aﬁo‘cher- pfoblem facing the producers are rules
concerning checks and controls of the silk’s quélity’ sﬁandar‘d. The

checking pr"ocess causes delays and can damage the goods. Also, the

freight costs are high and the customs documentation and

regulations are complicated.

From all the problems mentioned-above we arrrive a the

. conclusion that the exporters should upgi'fade the designs and. quality

of their products in order to be up-to-date with the fashioﬁ trends
of each season, and match the consumers’ req‘uirerﬂents by offering
collecitons of new products with new design. This will and value to
the products which can be sold for .higher' prices. The producers
should create their own trademarks for the goods which they produce

and export; they should initiate activities which increase sales

buyefs on the agreed time. Furthermore, sales pfomoters ~could be
appointed who link up with the customers. These are the more
important factors of exportation, especially for markets with high

competition.

.such as trade fairs; and they should ensure that the goods reach the

A
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waiduu : | 360 400 640 26.0
weslu 033 255 303 17.3
Rerld 21.0 220 206 180
POHIATIAY ' 23.0 333 258 9.3
e T a3 7.6 24.5 8.5
ansge iUl ied 160 164 210 4.0
smd - 0.0 84 104 62
S Letel 17.0 160 -~ 102  12.0
$o9ng . 100 . 16.0 19.0 4.3
TAueud | 7.0 22 166 0.6
du 1.3 6.0 13.0 184
Fasefuaus ' " 5.0 70 9.0 1.3
Taenet ‘ 50 4.0 7.8 3.0
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wAUIAN 1.3 2.0  19.0 6.5
isotuaud 5.3 80  17.6 5.0
waifun 3.0 45 170 6.0
CdnTgenning 3.3 6.8 12.4 8.0
LaTIU 11.3 8.0 12.3 5.6
Aty 12.0 24.0 10.2 2.4
285 1.2 1.6 7.0 3+0X.2
LRI 3.0 3.6 5.6 3.6 -
Fnsesuaud 0.6 2.2 5.0 0.9
RGN 3.3 3.3 4.8 1.3
TR - 0.7 3.0 13.0
o 4.6 2.0 2.2 0.7
Rorlud 0.6 0.2 2.0 0.3
BBIN 2.3 0.6 1.2 0.6
WAL 1.6 0.5. 0.6 0.3
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fuq - 0.5 36 7.8 7.2
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A 66 155 55. 3.4
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\waden 3.9 3.0 4.0 -
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