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Abstract

This research provides a study on the vernacular architecture of the Lua Ethnic
groups in northern Thailand. The case study centers on Pa Kum village, Tambon Dong
Phaya, Amphor Bo Klua, Nan Province, where the Prai people continue their way of life for
generations. The people of Pa Kum village still strongty hold on to their culture,
traditions and beliefs. The study focuses on the Prai architecture, their traditions, theirway
of life, their beliefs, their Local wisdom in construction how and their use of Architecture

surrounding materials.

The research methodology includes fleld research at Pral community to collect
physical data to identify researchobject of the study. Criteria for the selection of the
research object are originality and completeness of the architecture that reflects the
beliefs, construction know-how, use of space and architectural value. The research also
involves several interviews with the house owner, community leader, spiritual leader of

the tribe, in order to understand the traditions, beliefs and culture that the tribe has kept.

The study found that the Prai people of Pa Kum village are able to preserve the
originality of their vernacular architecture over the years. This is due to the fact that the
village is situated deep in the protected Thailand national park, far from other
communities. The logistics of getting construction materials into the village is difficult. At
the same time, the community is strong in their beliefs and strict on following traditions.
The people of Pa Kum want to preserve the indigenous architecture of their tribe, and
have the know-how to use construction materials and techniques that are suitable for
their Environment.



The community of the Pa Kum village is one that should be preserved and
protected for the study of the tradition and history of the Prai people. However, the
community is facing growing challenge as natural materials used for the construction of
their houses are being depleted. Therefore, our society should play a role in cultivating
social conscience in our future generation to value vernacular architectureby allowing Prai
community to be involved in future changes to their community and by preserving their
traditions and Local wisdom. Pa Kum village should be a part of the Cultural
Environmental of the Nan province, promoting the province to become World Heritage

site and enhancing eco-tourism in the province.

Key words : vernacular architecture, Pral, Nan province
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