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ABSTRACT |

The objective of this research was to study participatory learning process
development for orchard farmers transitioning from chemical agriculture towards organic
agriculture, a case of Tapong sub-district, Rayong province. Participatory action research
(PAR) was applied as the research methodology that focused on the involvement of local
people in the research process together with the government services and the research. The
results showed that the research activities creating the participatory learning process,
studying the community conditions, analyzing the problems, gathering data concerning
orchard farming, group discussion, exchanging ideas, exposure field trip, brainstorming,
monitoring and evaluation, and summary of lessons learn. These lead to the rise of learning,
changing paradigm of intellect that ensured the use of biological substitution to the chemical
inputs in order to reduce the production cost and to encourage the self reliance. However,
the participatory learning process was developed by integrating the existing knowledge and
modern knowledge. The sources of knowledge included individual knowledge who
succeeded as a role model, groups and network. Guidelines solution the farmer's orchard
including 1) accounting to determine farm costs and returns 2) utilizing biological substituted

chemical subsistence and 3) bundled farmer to strengthening

I
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