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Problems of using and defining scientific and technical terms in Thai,
and how to solve these problems * A case study using terms in biochemistry.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to summarise problems in scientific and technical terms in Thai
and problems of existing rules in:.coining such tenﬁs. Then, the researcher suggested solutions to the
problems mentioned. -

The procedures were as follows. 1) Documents were examined to collect terms that are
problematic in biochemistry and related fields. 2) The rules set forth by the Royal Institute as well
as problems stemming from such rules were collected. 3) Those problems were then classified and
analysed; pertinent solutions were suggested. 4) A survey was conducted to elicit opinions of those
in academia. And 5) Summary and conclusion were provided. This survey was unconvenfional in’
that participants were informed about the existing rules in order to make sure whether they rationally
agreed with such problems and pertinent solutions in detailed questionnaires.

There were about 200 participants, almost half were lecturers. The remaining consisted of
scientists, graduate students, recent graduates and senior students. The proposed data consisted of 33
items, with which 96.9% of the participants agreed on average. Of these numbers, 79,9% strongly
' agreed. Moreover, considering only the terms, which comprised 20 items, 96.1% agreed. Of these
77.7% strongly agreed. As for th‘e rules, which contained 13 iicems, 98.3% agreed; of these 83.4%
strongly agreed. Therefore, it could be concluded that most participants concurred with all the

problems,i including the solutions given.
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