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EXTENSIVE READING -SCHEME IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTES IN THAILAND
This is a descfiptive-éﬂudy on'the English exgensive reading
schemes of Thai universities. A structured questignnaireSfis used
to collect the opinions of teachers on ways to encourage First
Year students to read and the different models of conducting -an
extensive reading scheme.fn this study, 2 main kind§ of praétice
were identified: claséncollection based, home reédefs based. The
class collection based model was not only the most popular one but
was also repbrfed as a coﬁparatively effecgive means in developing
reading interest and the reading habit in the learner by most
institutes. The evaluation of the effectiveness of the scheme was
the opinion of the teachers.'Upon ﬁhe respondents’ judgemeht, it was
found that most of the reported schemes worked well with students
possessing a higher level of 1anguage proficiency but failed to
“encourage or sustain the reading interest of the weaker bnes in the
same class. This has caused teachers’ concerp‘in'how to;&iagnose the
reading difficulties of 1earnérs‘and-what remedial measures to take
in order to help the students who are not ready to.read on-
their own. The source of probiems which teachers encountered when
implementing the schemes is probably a result of the mismatch of
of objectives with methods. In general, the information collected
in this report may provide a basis for further research and
proposals aimed at the effective utilisation of reading schemes and

remedying present deficiencies.
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