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Abstract

The emphasis of this research is on searching for the answers of why Thai craft has not been
developed and preserved? Why Thai people have not paid attention or given the significance to Thai craft? ,
yet appreciated foreign creative craft and design.

The purpose of research is to study and analyze the significant issues regarding jewelry design of
Ban Kheawasinarin, Kheawasinarin Subdistrict, Surin Province for conservation, development, and
promotion. In addition, this research investigates in depth of cultural design development process such as
concept of design, design process, material, and production process based on cultural identity such as culture
and way of life including craftsmanship and technical skills. By utilizing culture and way of life as a
departure point, the research aims to develop contemporary cultural jewelry design identity for Ban
Kheawasinarin based on a creative society and economy.

The first step of research methodology is to review related literatures of jewelry design including
culture, tradition, history, and geographical location of local people and craftsmen at Ban Kheawasinarin.
The next step is to survey and collect primary data at Ban Kheawasinarin in Surin Province in order to
analyze and summarize information to develop a cultural design process. The final procedure is to develop
contémporary cultural jewelry design identity for Ban Kheawasinarin through a method of creative design.

The proble:ns facing jewelry design of Ban Kheawasinarin are deficient in marketing strategy,
cultural product image, and design development as result of the lack of contemporary design education for
local craftsmen/women and the short of public communication, particularly in today society on the subject
of cultural significance and value qf this craft in the context of globalization and capitalism. Further more,
the discontinuation learning of vs};sdom and knowledge of jewelry making among the younger ggneration at
Ban Kheawasinarin has been increased. The repetition of designs and techniques without developing any
new desigos and methods has been one of the significant problems as well, because these traditional designs
are not suitable for new social and cultural life styles. Moreover, the lack of continuation support from
government agencies in many levels has created the misconception about the value of this cultural product
and the significance of cultural knowledge as a part of national heritage.

Because culture is not an absolute entity, it has been changed and developed based on the influence
of other cultures. The hybridization of cultures has created new cultures. It depends on the outside influences

and the founidation of cultural capital in order to have a cultural sustainability. Jewelry design of Ban



Kheawasinarin is regarded as Thai cultural identity, therefore, through the research; there are two
approaches proposed to solve these problems.

1. The conservative approach

The conservative approach is the method to preserve design, production process, technique, belief,
and culture exactly the same. However, with the fast and constantly changing social structure and global
movements, the traditional jewelry design of Ban Kheawasinarin is no longer appropriate for today life style.
Therefore, this conservative approach is required the participation and support from many related
government agencies and community starting from community, school, university, provincial authority,
corporation, etc., and particularly the Ministry of Culture. In addition, the new channels of communication
have to be explored and used for social learning concerning the aesthetic and value of this cultural product in
order to create a creative society and economy for cultural sustainability.

2. The development approach

The development approach is based on the nature of culture which has always been changed and
developed due to the blending of cultures between local culture (existing condition) and outside culture (new
condition) creating cultural hybridization and new social and cultural value as well as a contemporary
cultural jewelry design identity which is appropriate for today life style. Therefore, the development
approach is the concept of cultural integration aimed to develop a cultural innovation and create a new
creative society and economy, new social and cultural marketing based on a cul't,ural conservation and

sustainability.
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