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Abstract

The study provides the investigation of the concept and management of the
physiéal environment in TAI-YAUN Vernacular Cuitural Center, Saraburi Province in
order to discuss the design guideline development. The main objectives of the study
were to identify the architectural context and the management concept. Field
examinations of spatial settings and exhibition patterns, interviews with the owner'
(Master Songchai Wanakul) and experts on vernacular architecture and culture, and the
questionnaire survey on visitors’ attitude and facility needs were the key methods of
investigation. The analyses of research results were based on descriptive statistics.

The research findings showed that the management of TAI-YAUN Vernacular
Cultural Center in Saraburi Province employed the physical environment of rural Thai
traditional houses in the central Thai region, antique utensils of agricultural dwellers,
and Tai-Yuan (Lanna) cultural activities as cultural learning medias. Master Songchai
was the key source of information for the exhibition. Moreover, fhe management of the
center did not follow a formal approach. Since the center was actually part of the
owner's private house and is intended to be a living museum, visitors needed to make
appointments in advance. The future of the management of this center will be in the
' hands of the next generation to continue and e*pand Master Songchai’s concept of
cultural conservation. We recommended that the management should also put greater

emphasis on the improvement of visitor facilities.
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