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ABSTRACT
RESEARCH REPORT
on
THE STUDY OF PHILOSOPHY IN KING MONGKUT'S INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

CHAOKUNTAHARN LADKRABANG:LEARNING AND TEACHING

The purpose of the research is:

1« To find out the cause of problems.in learning and
teathing Fundamental Philosophy in KMITL which is am institute
specialising in scienee and technology.

2. To find out possible solutions.

3. These findings will pave the way to create a system-
atic thinking in the student's mind through philosophy.

Informaticn .used for this research is collected from
questionnaire given to students during 1982-1985. Information that
implies problems is analysed in the context of cother information and
in the context of the teacher's experiences during that period.

The following questions are asked:

1« Why do students register on the Fundamental Philoséphy
Course?

2. What do the students think about the course content?

3. What constitutes high quality learning and teaching?

L, Do the students always attend class?

S5« What constitutes an appropriate examination for this course?

6.WWhat benefits do the students get from this course and what
advantages do they expect the study of philosophy science to bring

them in terms of their daily lives, studies, and work?
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7« Do teachers of other major subject fields have sufficient
knowledée of philosophy and do they transfer their knowledge to
the students?

8. Are the classroom surroundings, the teaching aids gnd
library facilities appropriate?

The method of analysis is in accordance with the philo-
sophical way, that is, to find out whether or not the stud;nt's
thinking is self-conflicting,and how? A deéscriptive method is used.

The cause’ of the problem,according to the research,is:

1. The philosophy of KMITL itself.

2. The motivation of stud¥ying philosophy.

3. The characteristics of the philosophy science itself.

k. The participation among students in class.

5« The methods of the téaching.

6. An attention of the students in attending class.

7. The classroom environmént,

8. The teaching aids:

The most important cause is the philosophy of KMITL itself.
It means that the student is pressed with the scientific and techno-
logical knowledge without the basis of social and humanity sciences.
The students ignore the philosophical class. They register the
course in order to take the grade more than to get the true knowledge.
Solthey become the problem of the class. Another one comes from
the teaching.

But in the further analysis, it was found that:

1. The students' answer implies that science and technology's

curriculum corrupt their time and interest.
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2. The answer in the question 1,2,4,5 and 8 are self-contra-
dictory. ‘

3. According to the comparative analysis, the usefulness of
studying this course, the advantages that students expect to get
for the way of life, learning and working, on one hand, andj; on
the other hand, the student's motivation, the content of the philo-
sophy ccurse, the way of teachirig, the regularity.of attending class,
the surroundings and teaching aide, and the examinaticn, these ans-
wers aré seen to be self=contradictory. It shows that the teaching
and learning of philosophy have béeen duccessful. In_the same way, the
contradictory thinking evidently implies the students lack of system-
atic thinking.

We then concluded that the scientific and technological
curriculum and its-management cause the students to have no ability
to create the systematic thinking. It causes the students to ignore
the social and humanity sciences, ineluding philosophye When it's
necessary to learn philosophy, the students have no purpose to get
the knowledge in order to havé the sskill of 'systematic thinking,

80 they themselves become one of-the problems.

Solutions:

1+ KMITL students need to study philosophy science in order
to comprehend the basis of the systematic thimking;

2. Philosophy is not a humanity science, but an interdisciplin-
ary science. It is the root of sciences. It is necessary for teachers
who plan science and technology courses in KMITL to understand philo-
sophy, and enlarge the foundation of the curriculum ordering it from
philosophy, through humanities and social sciences, up to pure science

and applied science or technology, using the language of mathematics
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to understand all these sciences.

5. Teachers in humahities and social fields need first to
reach the philosophy of their own sciences in order to have the
ability to implant seriously the knowledge of man and society in
the students' minds.

b, Finally, the teacher of phil6sophyin. the institute of
science and technolugy must arrive .at the philosophy of philosophy
and also understand that philcsephy is ‘mot a humanity ‘seience, but
it is the co-sciende of various.sciencess He must have the ability
to communicate with people inm scientific and technclogieal fields.
Teachers whc are motiin an dinstitute of science and technology must
also understand philosophy of philosophy and hold thHe right attitude
above. The problems in KMITL exist not only within the institutione.
KMITL is a model of a' future Thai society when the fthai develcopmeny
of science and technology attains its present _goal, Teachers should
be ready to face the problems™they may meet in their institutions and
help to upgrade philosophy &cicnce to express tE€\ro¥ef that it can

solve problems and create the development of owr €ountry.
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